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Ragtops to Ridges      August 2020 

The Convertible Chronicles of the Utah Miata Club 

From the Top Down “Celebrating 30 Years of the Miata” 
By: Mike Bailey, President 

We are in the middle of our summer driving season and it has been very local because of 
the Coronavirus.  We still have lots of Miatas and members show up for the drives, which 
is a very good thing.  Most all of us are still wearing our masks and complying with the 
socially distancing rules.  We are getting to enjoy our "picnics in the parks" along with our 
drives, since it is still not a good thing to have large groups inside restaurants.  We are all 
enjoying our outdoor lunches, and in some cases dinners.   

We will be having our Summer BBQ club picnic on Saturday, June 15th at the Willow 
Springs Pavilion in Riverton.  It will be catered by South of the Border Taco truck, of 
which you will enjoy their excellently prepared food.  We will also have our August 
monthly club meeting and birthday gifts distributed then.  All members will get a FREE 
meal voucher for lunch!  Look for details in this newsletter and on the club website.   

We will also have our annual drive to Bear Lake, lead by Steve & Ronda Beckstead, on 
beautiful Utah backroads, and hopefully be able to enjoy Raspberry Shakes in Garden 
City at Bear Lake.  If it is too crowded there, we will go Utah State University in Logan for 
ice cream, one of Hank Pond's favorite places.  This will be a drive not to be missed!   

We still have lots of fun drives and events planned for this year, and our first overnighter 
of the year will be our annual drive to Bryce Canyon and Torrey, which is organized and 
led by Eric & Kathy Kankainen.  They know all the good spots to take us to, via Utah's 
scenic back roads, and it will be a great weekend trip not to miss.  Get your hotel reser-
vations in Bryce Canyon and Torrey for Sept. 25 & 26th respectively.  Rates are discount-
ed for our group, along with group meals in Bryce.  See details in this NL or on the website.   

At their quarterly meeting, the club officers and directors approved the printing and distribution of the club’s30th Anni-
versary static cling car window logo decal.  Each member in the club will get one for their Miata(s).  Also approved was 
the printing of additional UMC Anniversary Pins, a program we started in 2015.  An "Anniversary" pin is presented for 
the following years: 3, 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 years that a member has been continuously in the club.  The third item ap-
proved is a  free polo shirt for active members, celebrating the 30th Year of the Utah Miata Club as well as the 30th 
Anniversary of the Miata.  These will be paid for by the club and is another complimentary benefit of being a mem-
ber. To get one, be sure to get  your name on the list that will be passed around at the monthly meetings for the next 
two months.  See the articles in this newsletter about these three items.  As you can see, it is really a benefit of being a 
member of such a great club with lots of complimentary items.  We want to let each member know how much we enjoy 
you being a member of this club and appreciate your participation in the club.  Enjoy the Newsletter.  ZOOM - ZOOM!   

            ֎ 

Inside This Issue 
 

From the Top Down. .  . . . .Page 1 
 
August 1st Drive . . . . . . . . Page 2 
 
August Picnic Reminder . .Page 3 
 
Vanity Plate . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 3 
 
Birthdays/Memberships . . Page 4 
 
July Drive Report . . . . . . . .Page 5 
 
Wasatch Back Report . . . . Page 6 
 
Member Spotlight . . . . . . . Page 7 
 
Miata Tales Part 2. . . . . . . .Page 8 
 
30th Anniversary Decal . . .Page 9 
 
Club Anniversary Pins . . Page 10 
 
30th Anniversary Shirts . Page 10 
 
Remember When. . . . . . . Page 11 
 
Bryce & Torrey Trip Info .Page 12 
 
Calendar of Events . . . . . Page 12 
 
Candid Camera . . . . . . . . Page 13 



www.utahmiataclub.org                                                                                                                   Page 2   

 

Ragtops to Ridges                           August 2020 

August Bear Lake Raspberry Run By: Steve & Ronda Beckstead 
 

Date & Time:  Saturday, August 1st, 10:00 AM 
Location: Rotary Glen Park   
Address: Just east of Hogle Zoo at mouth of Emigration Canyon (about 2900 E Sunnyside 
Ave)  

 
Drive Information:  

 
Okay, convertible people, I’ve heard there is 
a craving for a nice long top down drive.  
This drive will be about 5.5 hours not count-
ing ice cream and potty stops.  Due to 
COVID fun times we’ll have to remain flexi-
ble, but the driving will be beautiful.  

We will meet at Rotary Glen Park which is 
just East of Hogle Zoo on right side of 
Sunnyside Avenue (900 South).  You’ll see 
the Miatas.  I’d like to be on the road by 
10:15.  Route is up Emigration Canyon, 
then to East Canyon Reservoir.  Around the 
water we go down to Morgan, then over the 
top of Trapper’s Loop. We will have a break 
at the Southfork Chevron Station 
(Huntsville) for bathroom or a snack.   

Then it’s across Highway 39, Monte Cristo 
Highway to Woodruff.  From there we’ll go 
North on the rather boring drive to Sage 
Creek Junction and left to Garden City.  We 
will check the crowds and might split up for 
Raspberry shakes at any of 2 or 3 places, 
meeting for the ride down Highway 89 to 
Logan.  LaBeau’s or the Chevron are 2 
choices in Garden City. 

After Logan Canyon sightseeing, and If we 
were not able to get a treat in Garden City, 
we’ll stop at Utah State University’s “Aggie 
Creamery” for highly recommended ice 
cream.  Travelling down Highway 89 we’ll continue to Perry for a quick goodbye in the Maddox parking lot. 
From there each to their own route home. 

(As a side thought, if any are interested is meeting up the road for 
whatever reason, we’ll be at the Sinclair Old Farm Market at the en-
trance to Trappers Loop at around 11:45 am if you prefer to meet 
there.  Just be SURE to let someone know so we’ll know to pick you 
up.)   

Also note that the monthly meeting will take place at the Summer picnic 

on August 15th, and not on this drive.֎ 
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Summer BBQ Picnic By: Mike Bailey 
 

Date & Time:  Saturday, August 15th, 11:30 Lunch & Meeting 
Location: Western Springs Park   
Address: 4570 Goshute Dr, Riverton, UT 84096  

 
The Utah Miata Club's Summer Picnic will be held on Saturday, August 15, 
2020 at Western Springs Park in Riverton, Utah.  We have the picnic pavilion 
booked from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  It is a covered pavilion with 12 tables that 
will sit 8 or 10 people each.  We will have plenty of room for social distancing re-
quirements but you can also bring your camp chairs for additional spacing.  
Please also bring your masks to wear when socializing with each other.  The park 
is located off 12600 South and 4750 West in Riverton just east of the Mountain 
View Corridor, and a few blocks west of Bangerter Hwy.  Exact address to put 
into your GPS is: 4750 S. Goshute Drive, Riverton, 84065.  

 
Steve Beckstead has made arrangements with "South of the Border Tacos" the 
same Mexican Food Truck company we used at last summer's picnic, which was 
awesome.  A meal will be paid by the club for each member in attendance, and you 
will get a voucher for this meal at the park.  We will have time to visit and have 
some fun with each other.  If anyone is interested in bringing some games to play, 
please let me know about this in advance, or just bring your games and we can an-
nounce it there.  Put this on your calendar for a very fun time together.    

We will be taking a final count at the August 1st 
drive as we need to know the number of people who will be coming in ad-
vance to let our vendor know.  We will also have our August Monthly Meeting 
and announce the Monthly Birthdays.  Additionally, we will pass out the 30th 
Anniversary Club Miata Decal Stickers at this event.  Hope to see everyone 
there.  

 

  ֎ 

Vanity Plate By: Mike Bailey 

This month's personalized Vanity Plate is "CYAKIDS". This is a great plate for Miata Club 

members that especially have kids still at home, like many do.  It's even a great plate if all 

your kids have left the home nest, to let them know that you have a life besides staying at 

home.  This plate belongs to Roger and Pearly Heath who have it on their gorgeous 2016 

Soul Red ND Miata. 

 

 

 

        ֎ 
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Expiring Soon: $35 Dual / $25 Single 

Membership Expired: $35 Dual /$25 
Single Membership 

Membership Dues Reminder 
If you wish to renew your membership, and we hope you will, please give or send a check to Club Treasurer, Mar-
gie Newson, for the appropriate amount. A Dual Membership (for yourself and a spouse, sibling or significant oth-
er) is $35, and $25 for Single. It is $35 dual/$25 single if you have the newsletter e-mailed to you, or $45 if 
you would like a hard copy sent by standard mail. You can also pay your dues online with PayPal on our 
website; www.utahmiataclub.org. This method is $35 / $25 (plus PayPal fees). If mailing a check, please send to: 
233 West 1550 North, Bountiful, Utah 84010. Make your check payable to the Utah Miata Club. Margie can also 
be contacted by phone at 801-295-4563 or by e-mail at sec.treasumc@icloud.com. 

Birthdays & Memberships  
NEW MEMBERS REMOVED FROM ROSTER 

Club Officers 
President: Mike Bailey   Vice President: Hank Pond   Secretary: Jim Newson 
Board Members: Valerie Francis, Brian Christiansen, Ken Jaworski  Treasurer: Margie Newson 

NAME YEAR COLOR 

JASON & RACHEL WOODS 2006 GALAXY 
GRAY 

BRIAN & SHARLENE EVANS 2020 POLYMETAL 
GRAY 

BOB & ANNETTE GARNER 2020 BLACK 

BRET & ROXANNE BAGLEY 1992 BLACK 

NAME EXPIRED 

ERNEST & NANCY BENTLEY 4/30/2020 

BRIAN & ABBIE GERLACH 4/30/2020 

MICHAEL RHODES 4/30/2020 

NAME EXPIRING 

STEVE & RONDA BECKSTEAD 8/31/2020 

KAREN CHRISTIANSEN 8/31/2020 

BRIAN & SUSAN CHRISTIANSEN 8/31/2020 

DICK & JUDY DYSON 8/31/2020 

RICHARD & CHRISTINE MACKERELL 8/31/2020 

CAROL LYNN VREDEVELD 8/31/2020 

NAME EXPIRED 

DAVID & MICHELLE ANDERSON 5/31/2020 

JOSH & TANYA ASHMENT 7/31/2020 

ALI & SHYLO BAZZAZ 7/31/2020 

DEVIN & KELSEE BROWNING 7/31/2020 

DONN & JANET CICHOCKI 7/31/2020 

DAVE ENCHEFF 5/31/2020 

MICHAEL MCFARLAND 6/30/2020 

HEIDI THORNOCK 7/31/2020 

GREGORY & NANCY VANZWEDEN 6/30/2020 

NAME BIRTHDAY 

KEN JAWORSKI 1 Aug 

ANDIE WIGHT 18 Aug 

GREGORY VANZWEDEN 20 Aug 

CAROL LYNN VREDEVELD 24 Aug 

STEVE NIELSEN 26 Aug 

AMY BECKSTEAD 29 Aug 
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Independence Day Drive Report By: Mike Bailey 

July 4th, Independence Day, has been a day that we have driven up into the Uintah 

Mountains on the Mirror Lake Highway since 2015.  This was the year after we were at 

Miatas in Bryce over this holiday in 2014.  Before that, we had usually driven up to the 

ski town of Brighton, in Big Cottonwood Canyon, and had their annual breakfast in the 

parking lot to celebrate the 4th.  They also used to have a small town parade that we 

participated in with our Miatas.  Everyone loved seeing the Miatas!  That was cancelled 

several years back so we usually ate breakfast first at a restaurant, and many of us used 

to wear our Miatas in Bryce 4th of July tie-die shirts.  It started with just a few members 

as a small group for half a day and then several more people asked about it.   

This year we had a pretty good sized group.  We met at the chain up area at the start of 

Parley's Canyon to group up.  We drove up the canyon and stopped at the Chevron in 

Kamas where I had ordered 20 of their famous apple fritters in advance.   I didn't have 

any trouble selling all of them for the cost of what I paid for them.  We had a new couple 

from Lehi (Bruce and Michelle) who saw my post on Miatas in Utah Facebook page, with 

a red NA Miata who joined us.  They said they had a lot of fun along with the Bagleys, 

Bret and Roxanne, who purchased Steve Tobiasson's 1994 pristine Miata.    

As we arrived at Mirror Lake Campground, the parking lot was full and overflowing with 

people and vehicles.  We couldn't stop so just drove through and headed towards Bald 

Mountain Pass. Gordy and Jackie saw a pull-off spot on top of the mountain overlooking 

Moose Horn Lake and campground.  The small parking lot fit all our Miatas so this is 

where we stopped for a nice mountain lunch.  We walked about 25 feet along a trail and 

set up our camp chairs in a beautiful scenic area and had lunch.   After lunch we headed 

down the canyon and home.  A few of us went to Midway and up Wasatch Mountain 

Park to Guardsman's Pass and home this way.  Several went on to Evanston, Wyoming, 

and other ways home.  It was a great way to spend the 4th of July holiday.  We seemed 

to miss Ken and Jan Jaworski as they couldn't find us anywhere, but I understand they 

had a great drive anyway.    

 
 

 
   ֎ 
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Wasatch Back Drive Report  By: Mike Bailey 

The July luncheon and meeting was excellent along with the Wasatch Back Drive planned and led by Ken and Jan 

Jaworski.  Our Park City natives know the area up there near where they live, and took us on a road around the 

Hoytsville area that most all of us have never been on before .   

We met in the tiny country town of Coalville at the Summit County Courthouse and 

lined up our Miatas in front of that historic building, which made a good backdrop for a 

photo opportunity.  They led us along the backroads of the Kamas Valley on beautiful 

country roads.  We drove through Oakley, Kamas and Francis, and past Rockport and 

Jordanell Reservoirs. We stopped at the Jordanelle overlook for a photo op there be-

fore driving past Heber and heading to Midway, where our lunch destination was.   

We had a great meeting and a good turnout of members 

and Miatas.  Several new members joined up, namely 

Jason & Rachel Woods, and club investigators, Bret and 

Roxanne Bagley.  We welcome you to our group.  I men-

tioned in my address to the group that I wanted to com-

memorate and dedicate this drive and meeting to our 

dear friend and longtime club member, Lou Vredeveld, 

as this was the day that we were suppose to leave for 

our Great Western Adventure II / Explore Oregon Trip.  Our trip would have taken us 

through Wyoming, Idaho, Washington, and Oregon on a two week journey, but we had 

to cancel it because of the Coronavirus.  Lou planned this second edition of this Great 

Western Adventure trip but passed away before we were able to be all together as a 

group for this exciting "adventure".   I know I felt Lou's spirt there at the meeting and 

we really miss him a lot.   

After lunch we headed home via Wasatch Mountain Park 
through Midway and up and over Guardsman's Pass and 
then down Big Cottonwood Canyon where we each de-
parted from the group to our various homes.  We want to 
thank Ken and Jan for putting together such a good drive 
for the day and for some of these great photos.    
 

 
  

 ֎ 
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Member Spotlight By: Carol Lynn Vredeveld 

July’s Spotlight Couple: CW & Erlene Brown 

Our couple for this month’s spotlight is CW & Erlene Brown. Once again...because of the enthusiasm of our Miata 
Club members we have two new awesome people joining the UMC. We all enjoy the club and the adventures so 
much that we want to share the experience! Our friends, Tom and Pam Wharram convinced their friends, CW & Er-
lene to join them on the UMC trip to “Miataland” in August…which unfortunately was cancelled due to the COVID-19 
virus. Even though they didn’t make the trip, they decided to buy a Miata and join the club. Mike Bailey actually 
helped them find their perfect Miata, and they have already been to several luncheons and drives with the group, and 
it’s really been fun to see them again. Sounds like these two are already enjoying the retirement life as they have 
done a lot of traveling in their RV, as well as 4 wheeling on their ATV's with friends. Now they can add the Miata Club 
chapter to their retirement experience.  CW will tell you more about the two of them in his story below: 

Our Miata is a 2016 Soul Miata Red convertible. We do not have 

a personalized license plate.  However, we do have a personal-

ized license plate ring.  It reflects my service in the First Infantry 

Division during the Viet Nam war.  

We got our first Miata in May of this year.  Our friends Tom and 

Pam Wharram got theirs and thought it was somewhat necessary 

we join them in this great Miata adventure. We were introduced to 

the Miata Club through the Wharram’s and then we met Mike Bai-

ley who shared his love for Miata’s.  He agreed to take me around to look at several that were 

for sale and helped with asking important questions when searching for a good fit for us. 

I was born in Mississippi and spent my early years there.  After my family moved to Utah, I grad-

uated from Granger High School much to my parent’s surprise.  I began my college education at 

the Salt Lake Community College before the name was changed to reflect this current name.  I 

attended Grand Canyon College (now University) in Phoenix, Arizona.  I graduated from Golden 

Gate Theological Seminary in Mill Valley, California. However, along the way I was an X-Ray 

Technician for about fifteen years, a sales representative for most of twenty years, and a Real 

Estate Appraiser for eighteen to twenty years. Erlene on the other had was born and raised in 

Murray and graduated from Murray High School. Erlene primarily worked for two doctors over approximately thirty 

years, Dr. James McEntire and Dr. Robert Later. 

Erlene and I began our journey together here in Murray/Midvale and have lived in Mill Valley, California, Lake 

Havasu, Arizona, and Frisco, Texas. We are now happily retired. 

We met in Dr. McEntire’s office where she was the office manager and I was hired as his X-Ray Technician.  She 

was none too happy he had hired me without consulting her.  We have been married just over 40 years and we have 

four daughters, eleven grandchildren, and three great grandchildren.  Erlene and I worked together for approximately 

five years before we went on our first date.  By that time, we knew each other pretty well.  We were married in March 

and she and I moved to California for me to prepare to begin school in the summer semester.  We left our kids with 

her parents to finish the school year.  This gave us time to setup house and spend many of our afternoons riding my 

motorcycle up in Napa Valley enjoying the beauty and all that wine country has to offer.   

Over the years we have enjoyed camping and fishing.  During the past fifteen years we 

have enjoyed 4-wheeling throughout the state and occasionally in Idaho and Arizona.  

While living in Texas we expanded our 4-wheeling adventures into Oklahoma and Arkan-

sas.  On one trip to the Arkansas Ozarks she and I were riding a trail beautiful with numer-

ous kinds of berries.  And suddenly a big black bear jumped out of the bushes onto our 

trail.  At least we thought it was our trail, however, the bear must have other ideas about 

ownership.  Things were just a little bit intense for a few minutes before the bear decided 

we were not worth his effort and went back into the bushes allowing us to pass quickly.    

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 7) 

During our stay in Texas we lived in our fifth wheel RV for three years.  Erlene can detail 

for you practically every tornado that pasted through our area during those years.  Prior to 

moving there she had occasionally talked about wanting to see a tornado….not so much 

anymore.  The last year we had our RV we went on a trip with friends beginning here in 

Utah, into Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, Michigan into the upper 

peninsula, down into Wisconsin (Green Bay Packers), across to South Dakota and Mount 

Rushmore, and eventually back home.  We left home in mid-May and returned in mid-

July. 

We have been with the Miata Club for such a short time to be able to share favorite sto-

ries.  However, the rides we have been on have been very enjoyable.  We have met so 

many great folks and look forward to many years of fun together in the future. 

Let’s welcome them whole heartedly to the UMC…and help them make some wonderful 
new memories!   

֎ 

Miata Tales Part 2 By: Ken Jaworski  

Sorry!!!! for this little mistake, but I left out the 

original runflat tires in my first article.  

BUT…..it wasn’t long before tires and tubes 

replaced those first runflats. Note very carefully 

the brake drum attached to the backside of the 

rim on the pix to the right.. 

Checking with Wikipedia “Popular use of the 

pneumatic tire began in 1895 and it was fea-

tured in an automobile race from Paris to Bordeaux.” I assume this qualifies as 

Hi-Performance tyres.  Air in the flexible rubber casing provides a cushion be-

tween the rough road surface (especially here in Utah) and suspension of the vehicle and even the springs/foam 

cushion of your beautiful Miata seats. The contact patch (the actual footprint) of the tire provides for acceleration, 

braking, and maneuverability (you know …… the thing that Miata’s do best)!!! 

As I grew up there were two different types of tire manufacturing construction. There was the bias ply core and later 

came the radial ply core. These types of construction referred to how the body of the tire was made. The bias ply had 

cords of cotton or polyester that overlapped to give the body flexibility and a relatively smooth American ride. The ra-

dial ply cords were usually made of steel and almost 90° to the circumference of the tire. This gave the tire great trac-

tion and control but a harsh un-American ride. (But of course, it was basically invented in Europe). The European and 

Japanese car manufacturers jumped at the ideals of longer life, better handling and improved fuel economy. I like 

that “better handling”. By the early 80’s almost all new car manufacturers were putting radial tires on their vehicles 

and promoting their vehicles’ fantastic agility and high-speed handling. I might be presumptuous, but with very few 

exceptions almost all car tires are radials and only a few large truck tires might be bias ply. 

OK, so now we got light weight wheels, air, and radial ply tires ….. so what? Well the radial ply tires allow the largest 

foot print of all tire designs as long as the air pressure is at its required psi. BUT the foot print can also be changed to 

even a greater extent by widening the tire. This is great if you have all the horsepower in the world under the hood. 

Just look at those hot dragsters at the NHRA events. I guess 1.8 liters of engine in the Miata doesn’t hack that. 

ALLLTHOUGHHHH, if we widen the tire and change the circumference, we now get that GREAT foot print to carve 

those turns and keep the shiny side up! Oh, feel that surge of adrenaline! 

(Continued on page 9) 
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(Continued from page 8)     

Now to connect to Part 1 of this dribble (did I really write that). There is an engineering term call sprung and un-

sprung weight.  

“Sprung weight is the weight of the parts that are supported by the springs and suspension system. Sprung 

weight should be kept high in proportion to unsprung weight.  

The unsprung weight of the parts that are not supported by the springs. The tires, wheels, wheel bearings, 

steering knuckles, and axle housing would be considered unsprung weight.  

Unsprung weight should be kept low to improve ride smoothness. Movement of a high unsprung weight 
(heavy wheel and suspension components) would tend to transfer vibration to the passenger compartment.” 
Modern Automotive Technology, page 1268. 

Here’s the point. I have used runflat tires with the specified rims and they are very, very, heavy compared to those of 
the standard pneumatic wheels. Now if you’re replacing runflat tires you would normally replace the wheels with light 
aluminum or magnesium type wheels. We all know that the body of the Miata is light weight to begin with, therefore, 
lightening the unsprung weight should improve the ride smoothness as per the above statement.  

“One of the ‘features’ of the Miata—which I did not realize until I arrived home and was getting familiar with 
my new purchase in the garage—is that there is no spare. Mazda equips the car only with a kit for plugging a 
leak, and an inflator which plugs into the dashboard.” by Michael Thompson, UMC Newsletter July 2020.  

Soooo, if you have the light weight, hi-performance, tires and wheels, but you’re looking for …..“Peace of Mind”….. 
make sure you know how to repair the tire (as per Michael) or you have a spare donut (not fritter) to put on.  Hold on 
a second, but as time progresses, we might be going Back to the Future. Just like the all steel wheel at the beginning 
of this article, Michelin and Bridgestone are continuing development of the “tweel”. This is the new name for a non-
pneumatic tire (NPT) & wheel using modern manufacturing technologies for a one-piece plastic wheel and tire. Go 
figure!! 

Next month lotto numbers are P155/80 R-13 B to Z!!!  What do you win or better yet what do they mean? 

Remember to check your tire pressure because AIR is what you are really driving on. 

֎ 

30th Anniversary Club Decal By: Mike Bailey 

The 30th Anniversary of the Utah Miata Club is being celebrated this year and the club 

has had a removeable, static cling decal made up in honor of this event.  These decals 

are ready for distribution to all active club members this month so I will be passing them 

out at the Summer Picnic BBQ on August 15th.  If you don't get one then, I will have them 

at each monthly meeting, so come and ask me for one.  One will be available for each Mi-

ata that a member owns.  The features of this decal are as follows:  The club's 30th Anni-

versary logo image depicts the four generations of the Miata, with a bright Racing Orange 

ND (4th Generation) Miata front and center.  Behind that is a Blazing Yellow 2002 NB 

(2nd Generation), a Blue NA (1st Generation) (remember the 'Smurf Blue" Miata in the 

early days), and the popular Copper Red NC (3rd Generation) Miata!  The background is 

in the shape of the state of Utah with a bright blue sky, and features Utah's famous Deli-

cate Arch.  The Delicate Archis a Utah landmark, well known across the country and the world, so it is a fitting image 

for many of our logos, including our Miatas in Moab events.  Last, but not least is the Utah Miata Club Official Logo 

on the top left corner, and the 30th anniversary is noted at the bottom in silver/gray with the dates featured.    

This will be a striking decal that you can display inside of your windshield or on a wing window.  It goes on and 

comes off easily if you wish.  Save the paper sheet to put it back on, if you take it off.  We hope that everyone will 

proudly display this decal on your Miata.   

              ֎ 
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            Club Anniversary Pins By: Mike Bailey 

The officers and directors of the Utah Miata Club has approved the production of one 

of our favorite set of pins for the club members.  These are our "Anniversary" 

Pins.  This is a group of 5 pins which are given to club members when they reach 

their 3rd, 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, and 25th anniversary of club membership.   Yes, if you 

remain in the club for 25 consecutive years you will get a 25th Anniversary Gold 

Pin on the year of your anniversary date from joining the club!   We started this pro-

gram in 2015 and have passed out pins to members on their anniversaries for the last 

5 years.  We are running low on the supply of  some pins in our inventory and completely out of other pins.  Jim New-

son, our club Secretary, suggested that we start up this program again, as it has been very popular.  I don't know of 

any other club across the country who has this program, and there are hundreds of clubs!   

We initially passed them out the month of each couple's anniversary, but that got too complicated to keep track of.  I 

keep track of the pins and do the distribution, and Jim keeps accurate track of the memberships. A couple years ago 

we decided to change to distribute the pins to members at the club's Event & Planning Meeting in January.  We 

changed the eligibility of the program to allow members to receive their pin in January of their 'anniversary year' even 

though their anniversary date may have been in October, or any other month of that year.  Even though I distribute 

the pins at the January Planning meeting, I also keep them in my Miata bag and pass them out at monthly meet-

ings.  If I forget to give your anniversary pin to you, just ask me about it!    

Lynn and I personally have our 20th Anniversary pins, and will get our 25th Anniversary Pin in 

three years time!  Since we are celebrating our 30th Year of the UMC, we may make up some 

30th Year Pins also (we didn't need them back in 2015).  The recessed part of some pins have 

Antiqued Gold Metal, Sandblasted Silver Metal, or Antiqued Copper Metal, with the logo face in 

White on two pins; the 3 and 5 year pins.  The Pin Year is featured on the bottom of the pin.  

We will be figuring out how many of each of the yearly pins we need to purchase based on the 

current August and September membership rosters, and also add a few in for new members joining by estimating 

how many new members join for each month of the year.  This is a great program and many club members wear 

them on a lanyard at regional events and our club events.  We often trade our event pins with people from other 

clubs, but our Anniversary pins are not for sale or trade!  It is a very special pin and recognition to the members for 

their years in supporting the club.  We hope to have production done on them by the end of the year to begin distri-

bution in January.   

֎ 

30th Anniversary Club Shirts By: Mike Bailey 

The Board of Directors has voted to approve a new Club Polo Shirt for 

all active members.  This shirt will be distributed to active mem-

bers Free of Charge.  This club perk of being a member only comes 

around about once every five years or so!  The polo shirts will be em-

broidered with a special rendition of the 30th Anniversary logo of 

the Utah Miata Club.  We have a couple of options we are consider-

ing on the logo to use.   It will be embroidered in full color on the left 

front chest of the shirt.  It will be a real nice shirt that you will be proud 

to wear.  You may have seen some members wearing their purple 25th Anniversary polo shirts 

with a similar logo. These were made and distributed just before Miatas at Deer Valley in 2016, our 7th Miatas in 

Utah event.   

We announced this shirt at last month's club meeting.  I will be passing around a list for you to sign up if you want 

one of these shirts.  We will need to know your size and if you want men’s or ladies sizing on the shirt.    

֎ 
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Remember When? By: Mike Bailey 

July 11th was the day we were going to head out on our Great Western Adventure 

2 and the Williamette Valley Miata Club’s Explore Oregon Event .  "CANCELLED: 

Due to COVID-19" has been the adopted slogan of all our major Miata events this 

year, including the cancellation of Miatas in Moab VI in May, and Miataland & Vi-

king Ocean Cruise Adventure to Italy which was scheduled for August 16th.   

It is fitting to feature the Great Western Adventure 

One event for this article as many will 'remember 

when' we did this amazing trip.  This was an awesome 

trip planned and executed by Lou Vredeveld and Steve Beckstead.  We had several of 

our 'out of state' members come all the way out here from the east coast to join us on 

this adventure. Namely: Donn & Janet Cichocki from New Hampshire, Bill and Janet 

Anderson, formally of Pennsylvania and now live in North Carolina, and Gary & Kathy 

Collings from Indiana / Florida.  We also had Mark & Marlene Remington from St. 

George, who runs the Day Tripper's Club of Southern Utah.   

Sadly, three of our dear club members that were on this trip 

have passed away; Marlene Remington as well as Sherry 

Wood, and now Lou. This was a great group that traveled 

through these amazing places: Glacier National Park, Asto-

ria, WA with the many lighthouses, Leavenworth, WA, and Seattle and the Underground.  

We even took a ferry across to the San Juan Islands for a drive and lunch, and had mi-

mosas with a stranger (a pretty girl) while waiting for the ferry.  We drove to Depot Bay, 

Oregon, all along the coast of WA, OR, and CA to the Redwoods, and then to Bear Val-

ley Lake and to Lake Tahoe.   

It was such an awesome trip and I took about 500 photos along the way.  This is why I 

was so sad to have to cancel this year's trip....but we will be doing it again some-

day!  Enjoy the memories, and for those who didn't go, this “Remember When” will let 

you know what this club is all about!  Zoom - Zoom!  

 

֎ 
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2020 Calendar of Events  

By: Steve Beckstead 

 Aug 1
st

: Monthly breakfast and meeting (10:00 am, Bear Lake Raspberry Run) – Steve & Ronda 

Aug 15
th

:   Annual Picnic and meeting (Western Springs Park Riverton, South of the Border Food 

  Truck) – Mike Bailey 

Sep 12
th

:   Monthly lunch and meeting (11:30 am, Lunch TBD, Eden Drive) – Amy Beckstead 

Sep 25-27
th

:  Torrey Weekend Trip (See above for Details ) – Eric and Kathy  

Oct 3
rd

:   Monthly lunch and meeting (11:30 am, Location & drive TBD) – Val & Doyle 

Oct 24
th

:   Halloween Party (Pending, nothing set up)  

Nov 7
th

:   Monthly lunch and meeting (11:30 am, Lunch TBD) – Mike Bailey 

Dec 5
th

:   Annual Christmas Party (Jim & Marilyn Bickley’s, other Details TBD) – Mike Bailey 

֎ 

September in Bryce and Torrey By: Eric & Kathy Kankainen 

Join us Sept 25—27 for a fabulous drive of SCENIC BYWAYS to BRYCE and CAPITOL REEF NATIONAL 

PARKS and PEAK FALL FOLIAGE for ASPENS! 

Friday, 9/25: Leave SLC at 9 am from Harmon’s in Draper – take I-15 to Payson with pit stop at 

McDonalds then Mt Nebo Loop to Manti, to Salina for picnic lunch (site TBD), then Gooseberry 

Road to Fish Lake, to Koosharem, to Bryce (approx. 7.5 hrs + lunch (320 mi.)  Check in to Motels 

then optional (on your own) park drive before dinner at Ruby’s Inn 7:30 pm (To Be Confirmed). 

Saturday, 9/26: Meet 9 am at Ruby’s Inn. South on Bryce Park Drive to end and back for lunch 

at Bryce Cyn Lodge (TBC). Next we drive the All-American Highway 12 thru Escalante to Boulder 

(optional Burr Trail Drive), to Torrey (approx. total 4.0 hrs + overlooks + lunch) (160 mi); siesta 

then early dinner (5 pm) at Rim Rock (TBC) then Capitol Reef Scenic Park Drive for 1.5 hrs.  

Sunday, 9/27: Meet at Junction of State Road 12 & 24, take State Road #24 west to State 

Road #72 thru Fremont to Fremont Junction on I-70, then up State Road 10 to scenic, fun drive 

side trip to & back Sufco Mine, then to Ferron for lunch at Millsite Golf Course (TBC), then Huntington Canyon to 

Fairview then State Road 89 to Thistle State Road 6 ,and I-15 to SLC (approx. 5.5 hrs + lunch (260 mi)).  

Motel Information: For Bryce (9/25) Ruby’s Inn $75.00 discount off regular price (cost is $125.00 + tax) or Best 

Western Bryce Canyon Grand Hotel $60.00 discount off for $159.00 + tax. Both include the Breakfast Buffet. Link to 

Ruby's Inn:  https://www.bryceres.com/rubys/availability.asp?

startDate=9/25/2020&duration=1&requesttype=invBlockCode&code=2009MIATA. The code: 2009 MIATA will be at top of 

page, classified as a 'Group Block' then by selecting your room and the discount price will come up. 

Link for Best Western Bryce Canyon Grand: https://www.bryceres.com/bcg/availability.asp?

startDate=9/25/2020&duration=1&requesttype=invBlockCode&code=2009MIATA.  

For Torrey (9/26): Variety of hotels are available.  Book your own but several are staying at The Days Inn. 

Motels fill up early, so book your rooms asap.  We are currently planning for breakfasts on your own, group picnic 

lunches, and dinners as dine-in as a group.   

֎ 
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Candid Camera By Mike Bailey  

Candid Camera this month features photos of July’s drives and also Great Western Adventure in Summer 2013.  

 

                     

 

֎ 

  


