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Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 22nd as it will be the date of the Utah Miata Club Rally for 2017. 

It is going on about four years since we did a Utah Club Auto Rally.  The club used to do a rally every year 

back in the 'good ole days'.   There are many different types of rallies that the club has done.  They are 

not just racing rallies.  In the past we have had various timed events in which there was a precise time 

and mileage and route for the rally and odometers were checked to the tenth of a mile.  Some of those 

rallies were very close on the competition between members.  Some rallies with specific routes had clues along the way featuring 

icons and landmarks to pick out and write down answers to specific questions. Turns were made at 

specific corners and junctions.  We have had Autocross Rallies where we had to steer our Miatas be-

tween cones and other barriers along a specific path.  Some of these were also timed events.  Some 

rallies had us shooting basketball hoops from our Miatas or throwing rings around cones, etc. with 

challenging activities connected to them.  We have had Poker Rallies where we drew the best poker 

card hands.  We even tried a GPS rally once, which was not too popular and much harder to complete. 

We've done many rallies that involve a test with Miata related questions.  

This year I have decided to keep it simple so we can get it done in a short amount of time and do one of the things we like to do 

best and that is to eat lunch somewhere.  This year our Rally will be a Scavenger Hunt Rally, meaning that we will pick up various 

items from different places and collect these items in a bag.  It will also involve answering questions about different places you will 

pass. There will be a time limit for the rally, but not a specific route, and low mileage will only be counted for as 'extra points'.   

The Rally will be in the Salt Lake Valley and driving time will be approximately 2.5 hours.  There will be a series of questions on a 

sheet of paper of things to do.  It is best to do this rally with two people in the Miata; a Driver and a co-pilot or Navigator, however 

it can be done alone.  The navigator will read the questions to the driver and driver will proceed accordingly.  Once all questions 

have been completed we will all meet at the destination point to have lunch and tally up the rally results.  

We will start the rally at either our home in Cottonwood Heights or another designated place at 10:00 am.  At this time the rally 

will be explained and a questionnaire sheet will be passed out to every couple.  There will not be a specific order to answer the 

questions, so you will want to scan all the questions before heading out and make a plan together.  Upon completion of the rally 

we will all meet at Marie Calendar's Restaurant at 1109 East 3900 South (across from St. Mark's Hospital) in Salt Lake.  We will 

have either the back room (depending on number of participants) or a section of the restaurant reserved for us.  You can order 

lunch while we tally the rally results.   Cash Prizes will be given to the top three winners.  The Loser, or Last Place Finisher will 

receive the coveted Red Lobster Award for them to keep at their home for an entire year to remind them how bad they were at 

doing the rally.  You can keep the Red Lobster award on your fireplace mantle, office desk, or in some other significant place.  Da-

vid & Brenda Encheff has been the Red Lobster keeper since 2013 and not sure if they are happy or sad to give it up.  The Red Lob-

ster Award has been going around the Utah Miata Club for over 20 years.  The 

dust has been cleaned off it and it has been updated a little.  We are hoping to 

have a good time at this year's rally, so please join us as it will be lots of fun. 


