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The Convertible Chronicles of the Utah Miata Club 

From the Top Down “Celebrating 30 Years of the Miata” 
By: Mike Bailey, President 

I have been impressed with the Utah Miata Club members this past month for the sup-
port and turnout at two major drives we had during June, which included our monthly 
luncheon that we usually do.  We have set club records for the number of Miatas at 
both these drives.  We had 25 at the Poppy Field Drive and 23 on the June luncheon 
drive where we drove Trappers Loop, past Pineview Reservoir, and down Ogden Can-
yon.  I am amazed at the enthusiasm that members have shown to support the club 
during these very difficult times.  

The good turnout may be a reason for many of us to get out of our homes, away from 
quarantine, enjoy the beautiful mountains and other scenery, and 'fresh air’ we have in 
our state.  I know it is for me!  We have also had several new members join the past 
couple months, and we want to "Welcome" you to the Utah Miata Club.   

In talking with Lynn recently, I thought that we needed another good drive somewhere 
to start our Summer driving season.  Our impromptu drive this past month, that my wife 
Lynn came up with, was to the Mantua Poppy Fields.  It was excellent, as it was some-
where we have not been to before, and a new activity for the club is always good. It 
was fun walking through the poppy fields and I think everyone had fun doing this.  We 
have been continuing to have our lunches in the parks and wide open spaces instead 
of restaurants.  Camp chairs are now S.O.P. (standard operating procedure) as most of 
us keep them in the trunks of our Miatas for use during our lunches.  We will 
continue to do this until it is safe for groups like ours to go to restaurants.   

Included in this newsletter are some of Ken Jaworski's photos. He took some 
amazing shots, and also takes the time to do color correcting and enhance-
ments of his photos at home.  Thanks Ken, for sharing them with me and us!  

(Continued on page 2) 
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July “Wasatch Back” Luncheon & Drive Information  
 

Date & Time:  Saturday, 11th, 11:00 AM 
Location: Coalville City Court House   
Address: 60 North Main, Coalville Utah 84017 
 

Please note that meet-up time is 11:00 am instead 
of the normal 11:30!  Drive will be first, then lunch. 
 

 Drive and Lunch Information:  
 

We will meet at the Summit County Courthouse in Coalville on 
the sunny side of the building at 11:00. We will drive though the 
Kamas Valley along beautiful country roads.  We will regroup in 
the cars after Kamas and we will turn right in Francis, then past 
Jordanell Reservoir, where we may stop at the overlook pullout 
for a picture. We after we cross Highway 40 we will be on River 
Road.  

We will drive to Midway and have lunch at The Corner Restaurant 
(195 W Main St, Midway) across from the city park. We will 
be seated outside in our own area. There is plenty of parking on 
the street in the area or behind the restaurant. I will be calling the 
restaurant when we leave Coalville to give them an idea of how 
many will be in our group for lunch. I suggest you bring a small 
ice chest in the car for leftovers or a dessert.  We will have a brief 
meeting at the restaurant. The ride ends here as there are sever-
al options for finding your way back to the Salt Lake Valley.  

(Continued from page 1) 

I captured Steve Beckstead wearing his custom mask to the Poppy Drive (see in Candid Camera).  Ronda made this 

from our “goody bag” logo of the cancelled Miatas in Moab VI event.  I want one of my own custom Miata themed face 

mask!  I am looking forward to July. We usually do an impromptu drive up to Bald Mountain on Mirror Lake Highway on 

July 4th. Since July 4th is a Saturday this year we will be doing this drive again this year.  Everyone is welcome to come 

as it is a beautiful drive.  Also a stop at the Chevron in Kamas for apple fritters is a 'must do'.  I will be contacting Steve 

to put out an email blast with details since it is not on our regular calendar.  Also see below for details on the July Lunch 

and Drive, led by Ken and Jan Jaworski across the “Wasatch Back”.   

On a sadder note, it seems that Covid-19 cases are rising, and therefore something that worries a lot of us.  But we 

have persevered as a club and have been maintaining our social distancing practices and wearing masks, for the most 

part.  It seems by way of the news reports that since the state and country has opened up businesses more, that the 

virus is spreading and increasing, so we also must maintain our safety practices as a club.  I wish everyone to be safe 

out there and take precautions.  I also pass this on to our out-of-state members across the country.  Lynn and I had 

lunch this past week with David and Ana Porter who were up here for the week having work on their vehicle done at 

Bountiful Mazda.  It was fun to catch up with them and to visit. We love and miss our out of state members and wish that 

they all stay safe as well.  Zoom - Zoom!    

 ֎ 
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Expiring Soon: $35 Dual / $25 Single 

Membership Expired: $35 Dual /$25 
Single Membership 

Membership Dues Reminder 
If you wish to renew your membership, and we hope you will, please give or send a check to Club Treasurer, Mar-
gie Newson, for the appropriate amount. A Dual Membership (for yourself and a spouse, sibling or significant oth-
er) is $35, and $25 for Single. It is $35 dual/$25 single if you have the newsletter e-mailed to you, or $45 if 
you would like a hard copy sent by standard mail. You can also pay your dues online with PayPal on our 
website; www.utahmiataclub.org. This method is $35 / $25 (plus PayPal fees). If mailing a check, please send to: 
233 West 1550 North, Bountiful, Utah 84010. Make your check payable to the Utah Miata Club. Margie can also 
be contacted by phone at 801-295-4563 or by e-mail at sec.treasumc@icloud.com. 

Birthdays & Memberships  
NEW MEMBERS REMOVED FROM ROSTER 

Club Officers 
President: Mike Bailey   Vice President: Hank Pond   Secretary: Jim Newson 
Board Members: Valerie Francis, Brian Christiansen, Ken Jaworski  Treasurer: Margie Newson 

NAME BIRTHDAY 

ROSEANN WHITAKER 1 Jul 

CLAUDE BROWN 6 Jul 

VALERIE FRANCIS 14 Jul 

SHYLO BAZZAZ 16 Jul 

MARK CRABB 17 Jul 

GREG WHITE 29 Jul 

KELSEY BROWNING 31 Jul 

NAME YEAR COLOR 

GREG AND ANGIE WHITE 2020 SOUL RED 

DAVID & ROANN RODEBACK 2020 POLYMETAL 
GRAY 

NAME EXPIRED 

GARY CHOU 3/31/2020 

MERLIN JUDKINS 3/31/2020 

NAME EXPIRING 

TANYA & JOSH ASHMENT 7/31/2020 

ALI & SHYLO BAZZAZ 7/31/2020 

TYLER & SHAREE BECKSTEAD 7/31/2020 

DEVIN & KELSEE BROWNING 7/31/2020 

DONN & JANET CICHOCKI 7/31/2020 

MARK & CHARISSE FERGUSON 7/31/2020 

RICHARD & GAIL KELLY 7/31/2020 

JIM & MARGIE NEWSON 7/31/2020 

HEIDI THORNOCK 7/31/2020 

NAME EXPIRED 

DAVID & MICHELLE ANDERSON 5/31/2020 

ERNEST & NANCY BENTLEY 4/30/2020 

DAVE ENCHEFF 5/31/2020 

MICHAEL & DEBORAH FOSTER 6/30/2020 

BRIAN & ABBIE GERLACH 4/30/2020 

ROBERT & GALE KLINSHAW 6/30/2020 

MICHAEL MCFARLAND 6/30/2020 

MICHAEL RHODES 4/30/2020 

GREGORY & NANCY VANZWEDEN 6/30/2020 
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June Lunch and Drive Report  By: Mike Bailey 

Our June luncheon, meeting, and drive was a good testament that members were ready to get out and start assem-

bling together in a safe environment, and also go for a good drive.  We had an excellent turnout of members as I 

counted about 48 people showing up.  We met in a Bountiful park arranged by Jim Newson.  We were originally go-

ing to go to Grannie Annie's to eat and then to the Hill Airforce Museum, but with the coronavirus going on, both of 

these were closed so we had to make alternate plans.   

We each brought or purchased our own lunches and sat on 

our camp chairs. We have become accustomed to doing 

this since COVID-19 has been derailing our monthly plans 

that we made at our annual Planning meeting back in Janu-

ary. We had several new people show up as Lynn and I in-

vited Greg and Angie White, our next-door neighbors to 

drive our Lava Orange MazdaSpeed.  They seemed to enjoy themselves and I put Angie 

to work by having her pass out the tickets for our monthly drawing.  She was a gracious 

volunteer!  We also had a couple of other new members who have been out before, who 

then joined the club that day.  We really like having new members join and come out with 

us as they each add a lot to the club, and to the personality of the club.   

The meeting did go on for a long time because we hadn't given 

away our monthly Birthday gifts for three months. So Amy and Ronda Beckstead took care 

of that with their Miata trunks filled with all the birthday gifts.  We had 

over 44 birthdays to recognize in those 3 months!    

After lunch we headed up to Trapper's Loop and a stop at Huntsville 

City park for both a bathroom stop and some socializing in the 

park.  There was a business that passed out some cards for a 'free' 

shaved ice, and many of us took advantage of that.  While I was in 

getting shaved ice for myself and Lynn it started to sprinkle a little, so I 

rushed out to put the top up on my Miata.  The group started to line up for the drive back 

home via the Ogden Divide but they waited for all us stragglers as the ice shop was full of 

people.  We drove up to Eden and Liberty, and then found out the road to the Divide was 

closed. So we improvised and took an alternate way home on the west side of Lib-

erty and Eden, then down Ogden Canyon.  The day was lots of fun and the drive 

was excellent.  Thanks to Jim and Margie for making the plans for us!   

     ֎ 
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“Poppy Fields” Drive Report  By: Mike Bailey 

My wife, Lynn, decided that we needed another drive for June so was looking on the internet about the blooming of 

the bright orange poppies in both Alpine, Utah as well as Mantua.  She thought it would be a good idea for a club im-

promptu drive up to Mantua to get out of the city, and to travel some mountainous areas along the way, enjoying the 

fresh air and open space.  With just about 4 days notice to the club, we posted on Facebook and sent an email blast 

from Steve, our 'email blaster'.   

I also invited the newest club members, Greg and Angie White, who happen to be our 

next door neighbors, to come with us.  You may remember who they are; they were at 

the June club luncheon and drive, and drove my '05 MazdaSpeed.  They had so much 

fun on the drive they immediately decided to purchase their own Miata; a 2020 Soul Red 

Ragtop, which is absolutely beautiful.  Greg invited some good friends of his, Jason and 

Rachel who happen to have a Galaxy Gray Miata like Carol Lynn Vredeveld’s and 

parked next to it in the parking lot.   

I was a little late getting to the meeting point but was surprised at the large turnout of Miatas and was even more sur-

prised when we got to Centerfield to hook up with the rest of the members from the north part of the valley.  We had 

25 Miata's on this drive, a record turnout for our club on a single drive.  Our club luncheon on the 6th also drew a 

large crowd of about 50 people and we had 23 Miatas on that drive.  Read about that report also in this newsletter.    

After socializing a bit in the old Iggy's Restaurant parking lot, we divided (so to speak) 

into two groups.  Hank Pond tried to organize us as best as he could with so many 

that were there, so I appreciate Hank for being the spokesperson to help organize the 

group.   Bob Richards helped me with leading part of the drive. He also led the drive 

on the way home; up Ogden Canyon past Pineview, over Trapper’s Loop, over to 

Morgan, and down East Canyon.   We decided to take Hwy 89 all the way up instead 

of I-15.  Although we had several stops through many of the small towns along the 

way, we managed to all meet up in front of Maddox Restaurant in Perry.  It was quite 

the sight seeing all those Miatas in a row.   

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

We then headed for the short drive to Mantua, past the reservoir and down a small dirt road to the poppy fields.  It was 

very beautiful there.  We parked by the field and got out to wander through the poppies and take photos.  We climbed 

a little hill and assembled most of our group for group photos.  The photos with this article are from Ken Jaworski and 

myself.  Ken does such a good job with his photos so I appreciate his talent.  After viewing the poppies we all picked 

up some fast food in Brigham City and had lunch at Horsley Park, a park that Bob Richards suggested.  It was a very 

nice park with plenty of shade.  We took our camp chairs and sat around in a large, social distancing circle to eat 

lunch.  We had a great time there before heading out on our way back home, described above as the route we 

took.  It was a great day and lots of fun.  Thanks to everyone who came out and participated.   

֎ 

July 4th Impromptu Drive By: Mike Bailey 

It has been an unofficial annual tradition for several years that we have done a drive on Inde-

pendence Day, up Mirror Lake Highway to Bald Mountain, and sometimes to Mirror 

Lake.  Most times in the past it has been a small group and we have breakfast somewhere 

before heading up Parley's Canyon.  This year a group of us want to do this drive as well but 

will forgo having breakfast inside a restaurant because of Covid-19. Instead just either grab a 

breakfast fast food for the road or bring a sandwich to eat up at Mirror Lake.   

The plan will be to meet at 10:00 am at the rest, or stopping area in Parley’s Canyon (where trucker's put 

chains on their trucks during the winter) just on the right side of the road.  It is not really a rest area with bath-

rooms.  It is located about one mile from the bridge over the I-80 highway at the entrance of Parley's Canyon.  Look 

for it carefully as it comes up quick, especially if you are entering Parley's from I-215, as it is just past the merger onto 

I-80. For those from the north coming up I-80 slow down a little and get into the far right lane.   We will all meet at this 

spot before heading up Parley's Canyon.    

After passing Park City, we will take the turnoff to I-40 and exit off at the Kamas exit.  When 

we arrive in Kamas we will stop at the Chevron Gas Station and pick up some of their famous 

apple fritters, snacks, etc. for Mirror Lake.  The Chevron is on the corner of Main Street 

and the road that goes up to Mirror Lake.  We will head up the mountains and if there are not 

a lot of vehicles in the small parking lot at Bald Mountain, we may stop there to regroup. From 

there we will head to Mirror Lake where the main parking area is.  It may be very crowded, so 

we may 'double' up on parking Miatas, two to a parking space.  After parking we will walk down by the lake and have 

our sandwiches or take a break.  There are rest rooms there as well.  Bring your camp chairs, 

FRS Radios, insect spray and sunscreen.  We do not stop at the pay booth on the way up and 

usually don't pay the fee at Mirror Lake as we only stay a very short time, and then are on our 

way.  On our own way home we may stop at the Provo River Falls spot if it is not that crowd-

ed.  We will have to see how it goes when we get there. We will look over there to the right on 

the way up to see how the crowds are.  There are also bathrooms there as well.    

֎ 
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Member Spotlight By: Carol Lynn Vredeveld 

July’s Spotlight Couple: Michael and Kelly Thompson 

 

It’s my pleasure to welcome Michael and Kelly Thompson to the Utah Miata Club. Although they are new to the club 
they are no strangers to this area. This is where it all started for these two, but they have lived in many different plac-
es since. While raising their family, it sounds like they’ve enjoyed experiencing life in different cities all over the US as 
well as England and Chile, but are glad to finally be back home in Utah. It will be fun to get to know them and I know 
they will enjoy being a part of this friendly, fun-loving group of friends.   

Michael has done a great job telling their story…enjoy reading all about them in the following article. 

Our Miata is a 2008 Grand Touring. Mazda called our color Brilliant Black, and the soft top Tan. 

After hanging out with the club for just a couple of events, Kelly asked if I was ready to get 
personalized plates. Ummm, not yet. Nevertheless, shortly after I bought the car, Kelly 
christened it the ‘Imp.’ Why? Because it is totally, completely and in every way: IMPractical. 

In 2016, when Kelly and I returned from Chile (to the Tampa Florida area) we put a family-
style SUV on the road for her, and for when we needed something roomy. We also re-
acquired the 4-door sedan we left with our kids when we accepted our assignment outside 
the USA. But as empty nesters, we did not need two full sized family vehicles. I traded the 
4-door sedan for the MX-5, which became my daily-driver for 3 years. And in Florida it’s top
-down, year-round. The Mazda met my requirements beautifully. 

They say that when you finally reach a stage where 
practicality isn’t the only consideration in a vehicle, 
you often buy the car you longed for but didn’t have 
when you were in high school. In my case, I always loved the British roadsters. 
I found myself thinking seriously about a Triumph, or maybe a Jaguar. But the 
problem with British roadsters is that they have always been prone to break-
downs, followed by expensive repairs. I did not want a two-seater that I might 
drive occasionally, and then spend 2 or 3 weekends fixing. I wanted to have a 
fun driving experience, not putter around the garage. There was really only one 
choice for reliable, fun driving: the Miata 

We were members of a Gold Wing club in California for several years. The 
folks we rode with were fun to be around, and we liked to ride the twisty roads 
of the nearby Sierras. (We sold the Gold Wing when we moved to Utah from 

Florida.) I thought there must surely be an equivalent experience for the Miata, and the club was easy to find on the 
interwebs. The club’s May drive (Tooele/Dugway) was our first, and we have participated in both June activities. 

Kelly and I both grew up in the SLC area. I graduated from Skyline HS, Kelly 
from Hillcrest. We met at the University of Utah. In my career I was always 
one to raise my hand when opportunities popped up, so we have moved too 
many times. After graduation we headed for Houston, and (except for visits) 
have been away from Utah for nearly 40 years. In addition to Houston we 
have lived in San Antonio, Seneca and Clemson, SC; Ipswich and Felix-
stowe, UK; Chesapeake, VA; Mission, TX; Chico, CA; San Pedro and La 
Serena, Chile, and Riverview, FL—before finally coming home to (Layton) 
Utah. 

I earned a BA from the University of Utah and got my MBA from Brigham 
Young. Kelly also attended both schools, majoring in Elementary Ed. and 
Fine Arts. She didn’t quite finish because she was working to put me through 
school. And then we started our family. As far as the sports rivalry goes, we root for both schools. I have been in fi-
nance and accounting for most of my career. In August 2019 I transferred to company headquarters in SLC where I 
am the Treasury Manager. 

Kelly and I met and sang together in the Institute Concert Choir at the U. Have been singing together ever since. We 
have four kids, all boys except for 3 of them. Nine grandkids, 7 girls / 2 boys, ages 15 down to 2 years.  
(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 7) 

Kelly will tell you I came down with cold feet about marrying her. All I can say in response is that we celebrated our 
41st anniversary in December 2019. Does that sound like cold feet? 

I have been in pursuit of ‘sporting clays’ for several years (shotgun/clay pigeons). Kelly loves crafts of all sorts, plays 
the piano, and occasionally directs the choir at church. We had fun being a part of a Gold Wing motorcycle club for 
many years. But the Gold Wing was getting to be too much work for me, and therefore too unsafe for both of us. I 
believe the Miata club will be just as fun, and the car is a lot more comfortable. 

One of the ‘features’ of the Miata—which I did not realize until I arrived home 
and was getting familiar with my new purchase in the garage—is that there is no 
spare. Mazda equips the car only with a kit for plugging a leak, and an inflator 
which plugs into the dashboard. I was on my way home from work one evening 
when a tire went flat. I jacked up the car, removed the tire, located the puncture, 
and then paused a minute to ponder my next steps. (I had never plugged a tire 
before.) A young Hispanic male stopped and asked if he could be of assistance. 
I explained the no spare ‘feature,’ and the fact that all the nearby tire repair 
shops were already closed. He gently elbowed me out of the way, took over and 
completed the operation. He expertly plugged the hole using the kit, inflated the 
tire and put it back onto the car. He then lowered the car and put everything 
back into the trunk. He could not have been nicer or more helpful. 

In the middle of his work he answered a phone call on his cell, speaking in Spanish. (He did not know that I spoke 
the language.) As he was explaining to his caller why he was going to be late, he said—two times—that it was be-
cause he was “helping an old man (un viejo).” 

We are delighted to be back home in Utah. I admit that all through our first 
winter I missed the Florida weather, which would have allowed me to go 
shooting most weekends. We will have to figure out some things to do when 
things are snowbound. 

We’re so glad Michael & Kelly decided to give up their Gold Wing, invest in 
a Miata and join our club. With COVID-19 in the mist of things, we can al-
ways social distance for lunch and drive safely in our 2 seaters! Maybe Mi-
chael can even show us how us “older folks” can fix a Miata tire now that he 
knows how! (great story) 

      ֎  

Summer Picnic Reminder By: Mike Bailey 

The Utah Miata Club's Summer Picnic will be held on Saturday, August 15, at Western Springs 

Park in Riverton, Utah.  We have the picnic pavilion booked from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  It 

is a covered pavilion with 12 tables. We will have plenty of room in case the social distancing 

requirements are still in place at this time (but we hope not).  It is located off 12600 South and 

4750 West in Riverton just west of the Mountain View Corridor.   

We made arrangements with "South of the Border Tacos", the same Mexican Food 

Truck company we used at last summer's picnic, which was awesome.  At the park, 

a voucher for the meal will be provided for each member in attendance. The meal 

will be paid for by the club. We will have time to visit and have some fun with each 

other.   

If anyone is interested in bringing some games to play, please let me know about 

this in advance so we can advertise it.  Put this on your calendar for a very fun time 

together.  We would like to get a count in advance by the end of July or first week in 

August at our regular club meeting, on who will be attending, so we can let the vendor know the approximate count.    

֎ 
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                                 Miata Tales By: Ken Jaworski      

Maybe you know, maybe you don’t. Maybe it’s just the price, or maybe it isn’t. OK what the heck am I talking about 
…… tyres or tires …… runflats or hi performance. 

Another UMC member and I had a conversation while on a Miata drive in the Wasatch Back. The conversation 
turned to tires. He had just bought a new set of runflat tires - and at a substantial saving over regular tires. According 
to the experts on the web, that is really not normal, so he must be a real wheeler and dealer. Sooo, let’s get into this 
a little more. First his 2018 Miata is designed to take runflats and he has the TPMS (Tire Pressure Monitoring Sys-
tem) installed on his wheels. Not all wheels will accept this system, therefore, if you go that way be prepared for 
more than the cost of the tires. He bought his tires from a trusted friend at Big O Tires who stated most manufactur-
ers of runflats suggest replacing the tire after a flat, but he had repaired many runflats without incidents. I would im-
agine it depends on how long and fast you drove on your flat before realizing you had a flat. A quote from Tire Rack:  

”Most tire manufacturers recommend replacement of run-flat tires that have been driven after the TPMS 
light has illuminated. Run-flat tires driven with low or no air pressure may have experienced irreparable in-

ternal structural damage that is not visible in a non-destructive examination.”  

This is his type of runflat tire. Another name for 
this is the self-supporting tire. Note the extra re-
inforced sidewall of this diagram.  

Now according to Edmunds (not a tire dealer) 
runflats only occupy ~14% of the tire market, 
therefore, if you’re miles away from nowhere, 
that tire shop you pull into just might not have 
one of these types of tires available on the shelf. 
Remember, just like years ago you didn’t mix 
radial ply tires with older bias ply tires ………. 
you do not mix runflats with non-runflats. 

 

This is the other type of runflat. Note the yellow internal sup-

port ring, basically an airless solid extra tire. When the air is 

out of the external tire, the tread rests upon this support ring 

giving you the runflat characteristics. Obviously, this re-

quires a very special $$$ wheel $$$ to mount this internal 

airless support ring. 

Some manufacturers such as Mercedes-Benz, BMW, MINI, 
and even Cadillac have eliminated the spare wheel and tire 
repair tools for the sake of weight reduction, even though, 
the runflats are actually heavier than normal tires. 

Actually, everything I’ve said above means nothing to this 
Miata owner. What really matters is summed up in a Bridge-
stone mission statement for the Driveguard 
tire……….”PEACE OF MIND” …… oh yah and it also has a 
60,000 mile warranty. 

Next month Hi-Performance tires.  

 

Remember to check your tire pressure because AIR is what you are really driving on. 

֎ 
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Remember When? By: Mike Bailey 

I thought it would be appropriate to do my Remember When article about Miatas at 

Bryce, since it was 6 years ago this month that we hosted this event.  It was over the 

4th of July weekend of that year.  This was our first time hosting a group of several 

hundred people at Bryce Canyon, Utah.  It was such an awesome event and we had a 

great turn out, and everyone loved it.  We planned this event as a club for two years, 

as this is how long it takes to plan these types of events.  We always have an excel-

lent planning committee working on our major events.  

That year we celebrated the 25th Anniversary of the Miata with a cake at our Welcome Social 

event. Mazda actually put out the 25th Anniversary edition starting mid-year 2014, starting in Eu-

rope and Asia.  Then continued with the special edition Miata into 2015, which is what mine and 

Steve's car is.  

The hotel resort had fireworks on the 4th of July and we enjoyed that as well as all the planned fun 

drives around scenic southern Utah; especially on Highway 12 and up to Boulder and taking the Burr 

Trail.  Gordy Nicholl who was in charge of planning the drives (like he usually is) took people to a small 

Slot Canyon at almost the end of the paved road, and this really surprised a lot of people.  It was right 

off the main road with a walk of about 20 yards to the slot canyon.  We had an awesome social with 

lots of good food and celebration. We made special event shirts which were red, white and blue tie-

dyed shirts with the event logo on them.   It was an awesome logo that we created and I still get people 

commenting about it even now-days. Our event was pretty spectacular.   

If you are a club member and do not have an event Pin from Bryce, see me and I will give 

you one. Reason why we have many left over was because the vendor made a mistake 

on them and remade them and gave us a whole order.   

 

 

 

 

We had our regular Miata Photo Shoot, where Doyle climbed on a large fork lift to 

take a scenic photo of all the Miatas.  We had our Car "Show & Shine" as well, and an amazing banquet on the last 

night with a nice musical show and gave away lots of Miata and Mazda related gifts to everyone.   

(Continued on page 11) 
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(Continued from page 10) 

We had a fundraiser that year headed up by Susan Vaughn and many of the great ladies 

of our club participating in it.  The raffle of a very nice quilt generated a few thousand dol-

lars which was donated to Panguitch City, Utah. They used the funds to purchase play-

ground equipment for their city park.  We went back there a year later to see the results of 

the playground and even played on it like little kids!   

We also went to the nearby town of Tropic to a BBQ which we participated in. It was a 

wonderful event, and if you attended you will remember some of these photos.  To those 

who are new to the club, this is what our club does, and you will be able to participate in 

future events, like our Miatas in Moab that we had to cancel but will bring back sometime 

in the near future.  This 'Remember When' is a new article, each month which highlights 

past events our club has done through the years.   

 

 

֎ 

             30th Anniversary Club Decal By: Mike Bailey   

Along with Mazda celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the Miata, the Utah Miata Club will also be 

celebrating our 30th Anniversary later this year.  With the introduction of the 2020 Racing Or-

ange Miata soft top and RF model, Mazda has chosen this color Miata to represent the 30th An-

niversary.  Only one couple in our club own one, Donn & Janet Cichocki (a rag top). Also our 

Dealer Sponsor, Mike and MJ MacDonald of Bountiful Mazda, just got an RF model in, which will 

be on display at the dealership when their building remodel is finished.    

This new club decal will have the Official Club Logo at top left above a very simple drawing of the Delicate Arch. We 

wanted to highlight the four (4) generations of the Miata on it so it features a Blue NA, a Blazing Yellow NB, a Copper 

Red NC, and of course the 30th Anniversary Racing Orange ND.  The club normally produces a new logo and car 

decal every five years. It is a static cling decal so it can be applied to an inside window, wing window, or front wind-

shield. It is removable so can be put on anytime and taken off.     
Here’s a little history about our decals:  The first club anniversary decal was for the 10th Anniversary.  It was de-

signed after a Utah State Highway sign with a blue shield image and the word 'Anniversary' on 

the top, the number 10 in the blue field, and the dates on top of the decal.  The 15th Anniver-

sary Logo was an image of our Mountains Logo with a black sky, and red Miata, with the anni-

versary date above the logo.  On the 20th Anniversary club decal we used an image of David 

Porter's 2009 Competition Yellow Miata with chrome wheels.  The 25th Anniversary decal fea-

tured Delicate Arch, which was a take-off from our Miatas in Moab logos 

using the same arch.  Each time we have used the Delicate Arch for an 

event logo we make it look a little different.  This logo's background fea-

tured the state of Utah image in dark blue, representing a blue sky behind 

the red rock arch and also another bright yellow Miata (as you can tell, I 

am partial to yellow Miatas).  The official logo is represented on this also.    

We intend to give the new decal to each member couple for each Miata they have.  This decal 

has been approved by the club and I hope to have them ready to pass out by the date of our 

Annual Summer Picnic in August.   

                    ֎ 
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2020 Calendar of Events 

By: Steve Beckstead 

July 4
th

:   Independence Day Mirror Lake (See Newsletter) – Gordy and Mike 

July 11
th

:   Monthly lunch and meeting (11:00 am, Coalville, Wasatch Back Drive) – Jan and Ken  

 Aug 1
st

: Monthly breakfast and meeting (Early, Bear Lake Raspberry Run) – Steve & Ronda 

Aug 15
th

:   Annual Picnic and meeting (Western Springs Park Riverton, South of the Border Food 

  Truck) – Mike Bailey 

Sep 12
th

:   Monthly lunch and meeting (11:30 am, Lunch TBD, Eden Drive) – Amy Beckstead 

Sep 24-27
th

:  REGISTRATION CLOSED Buggies & Bridges III - Refer to UMC website  

Sep 25-27
th

:  Torrey Weekend Trip (Details TBD) – Eric and Kathy  

Oct 3
rd

:   Monthly lunch and meeting (11:30 am, Location & drive TBD) – Val & Doyle 

Oct 24
th

:   Halloween Party (Pending, nothing set up)  

Nov 7
th

:   Monthly lunch and meeting (11:30 am, Lunch TBD) – Mike Bailey 

Dec 5
th

:   Annual Christmas Party (Details & Location TBD) – Mike Bailey 

֎ 

Last Call for Miatas in Moab VI Apparel By: Mike Bailey 

Just a note this is the last call for ordering of UMC Logo apparel and the Moab VI hats if you want one.  We will have 

the "CANCELLED - Due to COVID-19" on the hats so it will be a collector's item because of the cancellation of the 

event.  We will also be doing some T-Shirts with the 30th Anniversary of Miata (and the Utah Club) on front, and the-

back will have the Moab VI logo with the cancellation message on it as well.  The hats are $20.00 each and the T-

Shirts are $15.00 each.  I'm also doing Hats with the Official Logo on them, or T-shirts with "Long Live the Roadster" 

4th generation Miata image on the front, both of these for $15.00 each.  Also Club Jackets or Sweat-Shirts and of 

course Car Magnets with Moab VI logo on them (2 for $12.00) or Club Magnets (official or mountains logo) for 

$25.00 per set.  Let me know if you are interested.  Thank you for your support of Utah Miata Club Logo items.     

Call me or email me if interested:  801-597-1456 or mike@mikebaileyprinting.com.   

 

  

                                           ֎ 
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Candid Camera By Mike Bailey  

Candid Camera photos are of this month's drives and also from Miatas in Bryce (6 years ago this month).  

 

 


