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www.utahmiataclub.org 

Another Summer month flies by and we find ourselves in August with Sep-

tember knocking at the door.  Actually, the weather in September and Octo-

ber as well as April and May is my favorite for top down driving, not being 

a fan of the heat (everyone knows that by now since I whine about heat 

more than cold).  The problem with the fall season is what follows, the chil-

ly snow not being very conducive to convertible driving. I knew I was in 

trouble last week when I saw Halloween decorations in the stores.  Yes, you 

heard right, Halloween!!  The only thing worse than that for being way too 

early is all the 2016 campaign crap which started a while ago.  But we won’t 

go there! 

The month started out with a different Miata Club lunch and drive in Tooele 

which promised a little déjà vu feel for us.  Meeting at the Soelberg’s gro-

cery, we took off down the road for kind of a reverse loop fun drive led by 

the Neilsens. Before leaving we were treated to a big diesel truck giving us a 

blast of black crap from his tailpipe in the parking lot. Good thing I didn’t  
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have a water bottle in my hand, or I might have dragged my fellow Miatites into a geriatric gang fight by 

throwing it at his ugly big truck.  Why do they think that is funny?  But the Johnson Canyon drive is always 

great fun and we took it both ways!  After a nice dinner and meeting at the Bonneville Brewery, four of us 

headed to the drive-in for some serious “conversation”.  Barely making it to intermission, Ronda and I took off 

after drifting off even during the action movie Terminator.  Guess we have changed a bit since frequenting 

these in the past.  A big THANKS to Steve and Kathy for an original idea for fun. 

The big event for August was the Tuacahn Adventure once again orchestrated by the Vaughns.  Ronda and I 

took the opportunity of being this close to Mesquite to spend Friday night there and then head back to St. 

George for a great Disney show.  We even enticed Lou and Carol Lynn, James and Hillary, and Darwin and 

Lori into joining us. The horrendous traffic jam on the way down prompted the four cars that did this plan to 

take the Santa Clara loop back to the land of Tuacahn.  That’s always a nice twisty and scenic drive. The deli-

cious Italian dinner at a restaurant recommended by the front desk was very good and even included Hank 

Pond and a few of us singing Happy Birthday to a stranger.  We all know how shy Hank is!  What we lack in 

singing skills was made up for by our brazenness. I was looking forward to seeing how well the two big fans 

installed at Tuacahn quelled the heat at the Tuacahn stadium. They didn’t really seem to do much, but hey the 

weather there was the best I’ve ever had at a performance there and no fans were needed anyway.  It was per-

fect!  And the Disney music never fails to please, I even heard a few new ones, and I thought I was a pretty 

well versed guy in that genre. 

Next on deck this very weekend is the Sundance “Full Moon evening Drive, Walk, Ride and Ice Cream Dash” 

on August 29th.  Join us for this different evening time event.  Details on this as well as Doyle and Val’s fun 

Mirror Lake Cruise on September 12th are included in this newsletter I am sure.  Later in September, join the 

Mechlings for a fun lunar eclipse drive to Soldier Hollow for great astronomical viewing. 

I am happy to report my dear friends, Dick and Judy Dyson, are back in the saddle again.  If you see them 

zooming around in a very familiar Copper Red 3rd generation, don’t go get new glasses.  They saved it from  

being a trade-in from Margie Newson and what a gem that 2012 is!  I’ll let Margie tell you about what she is 

driving now instead of me.  Hmmm (that’s a jealous explanation from me).  

Well, that concludes another busy month for us and our friends.  If you are a reader of this newsletter, but 

don’t come to events, I hope my articulate and eloquent writing skills have tempted you to get in your Miata 

and get that top down and join us for great times! 

Zoom on forever, 

Steve Beckstead, your Smiling President 

 

 

 

 

Dog Days Can Be Good Days  (continues from page 1) 
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September Drive and Luncheon  
Lead by Valerie and  Doyle  Sturm 

The monthly luncheon and drive for September will occur on Saturday, September 12. 

Details: 

11:30; we shall meet for the luncheon and meeting at the Greek Market and restaurant. 

3205 S State, SLC 

Drive; after the meeting, we shall take a drive up Parley’s Canyon, past Kamas, and onto Mirror Lake Scenic 

Byway to Mirror Lake. A quick stop in Kamas on the way up and a stop at Provo River Falls on the way 

back are planned. There should be time for a possible stop at a local ice cream establishment on the return. 

(Questions: goldnphoto@gmail.com) 

mailto:goldnphoto@gmail.com
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Total Lunar Eclipse in September  
By Robert & Sharon Mechling 

Total Lunar Eclipse - is Almost Here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday September 27th, 2015.  The eclipse will be underway at 7:13 PM when the moon rises 

over the Heber Valley.  The moon will be in totality from 8:11 PM to 9:23 PM (max at 8:47 

PM).   After totality the Umbra (the major shadow of the earth) will travel across the moon till 

10:27 PM, when the shows is pretty much over. 

We’re holding our own Eclipse Party at Soldier Hollow Golf Course (1370 Soldier Hollow Dr., 

Midway, Ut 84049).  Jim and Margie have arranged to use the parking lot, off the wet grass, near 

the Club House.  Jim and I are planning to have dinner at the Club House prior to setting up.  

There are restaurants in Heber/Midway if you prefer. Then travel to Soldier Hollow before sunset. 

Be prepared: The night temperatures in Midway can approach freezing.  So plan on bringing:  

Warm Clothing/Neck Scarf’s/Hats/Gloves/Boots/Blankets! Hot drinks/Snacks, Lawn Chairs, and 

Binoculars and a Telescope if you have them, Maybe Bug Repellent? Sounds like the clubhouse 

will be locked up after dinner. 

Our only variable is the weather – so here’s hoping for clear skies.  

Additional eclipse info at: http://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/in/usa/salt-lake-city  

We will have a final update at the Club Meeting, September 12th, for final details. For those not 

able to attend, the eclipse can be seen any where the moon can be seen during the eclipse.  Your 

location is not critical like a solar eclipse. 

Robert & Sharon Mechling 

http://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/in/usa/salt-lake-city
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Membership Dues Reminder 

To prevent interruption of your club benefits, such as receiving your Newsletter, dues for the year are to be 

paid by the 1st of the month enrolled.  Club benefits will stop 3 months after a membership expires at which 

time  their name will be removed from the roster and they will need to re-apply for membership. 

If you wish to renew your membership, and we hope you will, please give or send a check to Club Treasurer, 

Margie Newson, for the appropriate amount.  It is $25 if you have the newsletter emailed to you or $45 if you 

would like a hard copy sent by standard mail. We will also have a new method on our website, 

utahmiataclub.org, to pay your dues with PayPal online.  This method is $27 (the extra covers PayPal fees). If 

mailing a check, please send it to: 233 West 1550 North, Bountiful, Utah 84010 (Phone 801-295-4563) and 

make it out to Utah Miata Club. Margie can also be contacted at the following email address:  

sec.treasumc@icloud.com  

Recently  Expired Date 

Ali & Shylo Bazzaz 7/31/2015 

Dave Brewer 5/31/2015 

Dalin & Karen Christiansen 8/31/2015 

Tom & Laurel Drysdale 8/31/2015 

Craig & Candy Hendrix 7/31/2015 

Jerry & Judy Ragland 5/31/2015 

Greg Richards 6/30/2015 

Wes Starkenburg 7/31/2015 

Steve Tobiassen 8/3182015 

Lou & Carol Lynn Vredeveld 8/31/2015 

Jules & Julee Weaver 8/31/2015 

New Members Year Color 

Kay & Judith Hatch 2001 White 

Thomas & Stacey Watson 1997 Green 

Removed From Club Roster 

Chrles & Kristie Engar 
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James Vredeveld 4th 

Mike McDonald 5th 

Michael J. Fox 24th 

Kay Hatch 24th 

Ana Porter 29th 

Steve’s “Secret Shot” 

Can you guess where/

when these were? 

(answers on page 20) 

#1 

#2 
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The Registration process for Miatas in Deer Valley is underway!   The Registration form is on our new 
website. Click on the Miatas in Utah page, click on the event logo and download it, print it out, FILL 

out your Registration Form today, and mail it in with a check for the fee.  The Registration is $125.00 

per person.  Register before December 31, 2015 as the Registration Fee goes up to $145.00 per 
person on January 1, 2016.  We need to pay a substantial deposit for the facilities on January 9th 
of which funds for this will come from the event registrations. 

The Registration fee includes the cost of the fabulous food we will have for the Welcome Social on 
Thursday night and also the Gourmet Banquet Dinner for our Saturday night Program and 
Closing Ceremonies.  This will feature a fabulous dinner prepared by award winning chefs at The 
Chateaux.  It is an $80.dinner value per person so you won't want to miss it and you will get your 
money's worth.  Event fee also includes an Event Pin, Goodie Bag full of surprises, Ticket for Give-
Away Drawings. all the printed handouts, etc. In addition our event costs and expenses are paid by 
registration fees. After you Register, Book your Room at the host hotel, The Chateaux - Deer 
Valley or alternate property, The Lodges at Deer Valley. There is a link on the website to do 
this.  Just follow the prompts.  Your credit card will hold your room.  You do NOT have to pay any 
money now for your room. *Review details on rooms and cancellation policies. 

Our Host Hotel Venue Resort; The Chateaux, is located at the top of Deer Valley Mountain next to 
Stein Eriksen Lodge, a sister property. We will have access to 137 Rooms at The Chateaux.  We 
also have another Deer Valley property, The Lodges of Deer Valley signed up for an additional 30 
rooms per day. This is enough accommodations for 334 Miata attendees currently.  In January if we 
need more rooms, more rooms will be added to our block of rooms. There are other available hotel 
properties and condos as well that we can get access to for additional rooms, if needed. The Lodges 
are located further down the Deer Valley mountain at the base of Snow Park, where the Amphithea-
ter is that features summer outdoor concerts.  The ambience of this resort property is the same as it 
is at The Chateaux. Both properties feature fine dining restaurants, a lounge and bar, underground 
secure Parking and other amenities. The Lodges has a store on premises. There is a swimming pool 
and hot tub and the Spa Facilities we can use at Stein Ericksen Lodge.  Sleep in luxurious beds and 
the rooms are fabulous along with the views of Park City.  

We have a new "Pin Post" on our website front page to read for specific details.  Also check out the 
"Room Pricing" page which there is a link to for basic room pricing and information.  A 
"Description of Rooms" page is also available which describes each type of room.  If you want to 
book a 1 Bedroom Suite for example you can share it with another couple.  We want to furnish the 
hotels with a "Group List" with names of those who want to share adjoing rooms so please let me 
know who you want to do that with.  Book your room Now for Miatas in Utah VII event; June 22-
25, 2016 (Wednesday thru Saturday for four nights, checking out Sunday the 26th).  View the Infor-
mation Page which has updated information about the event.  All these pages on the Deer Valley 
Web Site Page has new information.   

Miatas at Deer Valley, 2016 
June 22-25, 2016 

by Mike Bailey 

Register Now! 

(continues on page 8) 
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There are many, many scenic drives around the Park City/Deer Valley area of Summit County.  We 
have tons of great, spectacular drives planned.  We also will be planning a Photo Shoot with our 
Miatas with a fabulous mountain backdrop and also our "Show & Shine" Car Show.  Historic Park 
City is only 10 minutes drive down the mountain with fabulous stores and boutiques for shopping or 
eating and sites to see.  There is a 'complimentary' Shuttle from both properties to Park City. Other 
Park City activities are in the planning, so be sure to plan to come. 

Don't miss out on the Great Miata Mountain Getaway next year at Deer Valley!  

Register NOW and Book your Room NOW for best selection.   

Miata of the month by mike bailey 

The new Miata of the Month is most definitely the brand new 

2016 Soul Red Launch Edition ND Grand Touring (GT) MX-

5 Miata that is owned by Margie & Jim Newson.  That's right, I 

put Margie's name first as it is "HER" Miata.  Just ask her, or Jim 

and he will confirm that fact.  It was pretty much the spectacle 

when they drove into the parking lot at the University Park Hotel 

on Saturday, August 22nd before heading out on the Deer Valley 

Re-Con drive.  Fourteen other Miatas (28 club members) were on 

hand to see this and they all gathered around their new Miata like 

bees on a honey comb.  It sure is a beauty!  Absolutely astonish-

ing in my opinion.  The Newson's are the only ones in the club currently 

with a new ND.  Only two of the launch editions were sent by Mazda to 

Bountiful Mazda, the other one to be mentioned in a few minutes.  It has 

a 155 HP 2.0 liter 4 cylinder engine with a 6 speed automatic transmis-

sion.  It has allot of 'zip' and takes off like a rocket.  I know because Jim 

let me take a test drive in it.  It has a lot of power.  I thought I would not 

like the automatic tranny, but I did.  The auto transmission was what 

was available to the Newsons' as they got one of the last of the Launch 

Editions (it is numbered 988 out of the 1,000 that was made. Jim had a 

'clear bra' put all over the front of the Miata to prevent rock chips (a 

good idea).  

 
(continues on page 9) 
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In addition, all Launch Edition owners received a gift package from 

Mazda which included a Custom Award (suitable for framing) a Ther-

mal Mug, embroidered Beanie and Scarf with custom tags, and a 

BOSE Sound Link Mini Bluetooth Speaker.  These gifts are from 

Mazda's Heritage Collection Apparel Line.  I did notice that there is 

not a glove box in the ND but some storage cubby space behind the 

seats and at back of center console.   I loved the red stitching on the 

black leather areas and the Tan Interior contrast with the black leather 

inside and the Soul Red paint on the top of the doors was striking.  I 

also loved the 'flare' of the fenders when looking out over the hood be-

hind the driver's wheel.   As far as the trunk goes, it seemed not as wide 

as my NB but a lot deeper than other Miata trunks.  You can even get a 

full size person inside it!  

The other ND optional models besides the GT is the Sport model start-

ing at $25,735. and the Club model at $29,420. with the Grand Touring 

starting at $30,885.  The Launch Edition only comes in Soul Red with the tan inte-

rior and starts at $31,315.00.  As mentioned the limited production was only 1,000 

units. The Launch Edition is the only model that comes with the tan Interior, but 

you can order a Soul Red with black interior in leather or cloth. Another fact men-

tioned on a Facebook post by Bill Cardell, owner of Flyin' Miata, is that Car & 

Driver magazine tested this Miata against a Ford GT350 Shelby Mustang which did 0-60 in 5.9 seconds and 

the Miata ran this in 7 seconds flat.  Not bad for our favorite little Roadster! 

On a sad note, the other ND that Bountiful Mazda received was sold to Joseph Numan of Bountiful.  Sadly 

enough as he drove away from the dealership another vehicle slammed into his new Miata and wrecked it.  He 

is currently getting a replacement in a different color, I think Ceramic White.  We will have to see how this 

goes.  This is the third ND that I have heard of being totaled by an accident leaving the dealer.  You just can't 

be too careful and have to watch out all the time.   

On another note, we are glad that Dick and Judy Dyson are doing well after their accident in Idaho on the Can-

ada Adventure Trip last month.  Sadly enough, their beautiful 2001 Crystal Blue Miata didn't survive the acci-

dent and has gone to Miata Heaven.  Fortunately all the cards fell into place as they have purchased Margie's 

Copper Red Miata and now have another real nice Miata to drive. I am happy to report that in the 18 years I 

have been in the club there has not been a major accident with a club member that resulted in serious inju-

ry.  Let's hope it stays this way as we all be very careful while driving our Miatas. 

Miata of the Month (continued 
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Deer Valley Re-Con Trip by Mike Bailey 

We did our first ReCon trip for our Miatas in Utah VII event 

up to Deer Valley to visit our host hotel, The Chateaux and tour 

the rooms and facilities.  At our meeting point,  the University 

Park Hotel by the U of U, we had quite a commotion in the park-

ing lot as the Newson's drove in with their new Launch Edition of 

the new ND Miata.  (Read about this in this month's Miata of the 

Month article).  Everyone converged on their parking space with 

cameras and cell phones in hand to take photos and talk about the 

new ND.  As a result we were about 15 minutes late in leaving for 

our Park City lunch destination.  But it was well worth spending 

the time ogling over their Miata.  A lot of us in the club have been 

waiting to see the new ND while our Miata friends in California and elsewhere have been driving theirs for 

several weeks.  You would think Utah is on the edge of the universe or out in 'po-dunk' country land some-

where.  I think we were the last state to get the new ND, or so it seems. 

Anyway, we headed out to the Boneyard Saloon eatery in Park City.  Our 

reserved patio dining on the rooftop was full with a biker group and an-

other group of roller ball girls.  No need to mess with them so we took a 

seat downstairs and had lots of fun.   

We had a good group of 15 Miatas drive up Emigration Canyon and then 

head to the highway to PC.  We met about five other Miatas there.  After 

lunch we went to the roof top patio as the bikers had left and had a short 

meeting.  I introduced Paul Schmucker of Everyday Driver, who is a film 

producer and Video Co-Host for production of auto videos.   He wants to 

do a special film of the Four Generations of the Miata and wants our club 

and club member's Miatas as part of it.  He described what he was plan-

ning to do in late September, the weekend of the 26th. The video will be 

produced by his production team like a You-Tube Video and shown across 

the country and possibly world-wide 

exposure. We are excited to be in-

volved with this production and Paul 

will have the final say-so on which Miatas he wants to use. He will be 

filming at least 4 or more club members Miatas.  Look for more details 

in a blanket email and on the website about this event. If you would like 

to possibly have your Miata represented in this, please let me know, as I 

will be the go-between with Paul.  We especially need a first generation 

Miata for this.  You can check out samples of his video work on his web-

site; www.everydaydrivertv.com.    

After lunch we headed up to The Chateaux and met with Kim Duffett 

and Amanda Huffmeyer who will be working with our group on the 

event.  We toured the Hotel Room, Studio Suite and one and two bed-

room Suites to see what they looked like so members can help decide on 

which type of room they want to get for Miatas at Deer Valley.  We also 

checked out where our Check In will be and other facilities for our Ban-

quet Dinner and Program, the Courtyard, Pool and hot tubs, etc.  

(continued on page 11) 
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Then we headed down the mountain to The Lodges and met with 

Chris Carlson and did the same there.  It is time to get our Committee 

organized. I will be calling and emailing the Deer Valley Event Com-

mittee members and we will start to assign some duties for people to 

take care of for the event.  Please let me know what you would be in-

terested in doing at the event.  We will need a lot of help from club 

members.  Be sure to read the article in the newsletter and on the web-

site as it is continually being updated with new information.  Also be 

sure to get registered for the event by sending in your application 

and fee and Book Your Room soon as you can to stay ahead of the 

curve on registration so that you can get the type of room you 

want.  Please let me know if you want to be rooming with or next to 

or sharing with someone so I can add you to the special booking 

list.  It was a real fun day and a nice ride and we had a good 

time.  Thanks to everyone who came out.  

We need help from ALL members of the club to provide us with their current information on MONTH and YEAR that 

you joined the club, and please have a current Club Application and Waiver on file. if you have not already done so, 

please get this information to Jim Newsom. 

We have been checking our club records and found that we do not have all club members correct information and the 

date they joined the club.  A lot of information we have is either outdated or incorrect. We only have application and 

waivers going back to the date of 2007 and have incomplete information on a lot of members prior to this date. 

Jim Newson is in the process of organizing a new Club Roster List. We need club members help on this issue!  We have 

most members records on when they joined the club from 2007 and on.  If you have been a member longer than since the 

year 2007 then please double check with Jim on your information on Month and Year that you joined the club.     

For those that do NOT have a current Club Application and Waiver Form on file with the Club Secretary, please fill out 

a new application and waiver at the next meeting and give it to Jim or Margie. They have copies of the new Application/

Waivers at our luncheons and meetings.  If you cannot make a monthly luncheon meeting or activity then you can go 

online to the website and download these forms and fill them out and mail them in.   We want to have current con-

tact information on file for each and every member.  We will try and let you know if we need one from you, but if you 

have been a member previous to the 2007 year, please contact us. If you were a member and then dropped out of the club 

for several years and then re-joined, also let us know this fact.    

We ask that all Members submit this information to Club Secretary, Jim Newson at this email: 

sec.treasumc@icloud.com.  If you don't have email you can call Jim or Margie at 801-295-4563.  

This will also help give us (the Club Officers) the information we need to order the new Anniversary Pins mentioned 

elsewhere in the Newsletter and on the Website and also to update everyone's records.  Thank you in advance for helping 

us out on this matter.  

Notice on Member Information Needed;  

Club Applications & Waivers Updated 
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Surf-N-Safari Event By Mike Bailey 

The San Diego Miata Club's Surf-N-Safari event in first week in October.  This is guaranteed to be a great 

event held at the Hilton Garden Inn on Carlsbad Beach in California.  We have 26 members going from our 

club.  It will be a fairly detailed event with members from about 23 Miata Clubs or groups attending.  They 

have a very detailed schedule of events planned and you can go to their website at 

www.sandiegomiataclub.org. to find out information and details and what the daily event schedule is.   

The SDMC has given me permission to make up some custom shirts for our club.  We have customized the 

Surf-N-Safari logo for our shirts.  I need to get them going in the next week or so. We will make up some of 

our typical Polo Shirts and a Tee Shirt with the Map route of our journey on the back of the shirts as we usu-

ally do with our events.  These are the designs we have come up with for this event.  A catch phrase, "Catch 

the Wave" will be our slogan on the shirt incorporating the SDMC event logo.  The front of all shirts will 

have the round logo on it and the back of the T's and any Sweat Shirt, or long sleeve T will have the Map with 

logo on it.  The prices will be the same as usual for the Polo ($35.) and for the Tee ($15.).  Also Hats will be 

available for the normal costs as well as any other apparel items if you wish to get.  At this point in time, either 

email me by Sept.7th or call me with your order as this is the deadline.  In addition we will have our standard 

5" round Event Logo Magnets for our Miatas so everyone in Carlsbad will know which Miatas are from 

Utah.   Order your custom Shirts and Hats NOW!  

Lou and Steve B are once again in charge of planning the route to San Diego area with a great itinerary for the 

trip down and back.  We will have stops in Kanab, UT., the Grand Canyon Natl. Park in Arizona, Williams, 

AZ., Laughlin, NV. via Oatman, then through Joshua Tree Natl. Forest, CA., Indio, CA. and finally to Carls-

bad, CA., our destination, just north of San Diego.  I am sure we will be talking more about the details of the 

trip that Lou and Steve are planning. On the way home we will travel to Las Vegas and spend the night there 

before heading back home. It is is going to be a very fun trip for all involved and a great way to cap the Fall 

season with a trip to Southern California and a chance to play on the beach before we head into winter.  

http://www.sandiegomiataclub.org
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The club officers and directors has voted on the production of a special "ANNIVERSARY" Pin for 

the Utah Miata Club.  This pin will have the Official Club Logo on it. We want to make a pin which will 

honor all club Members once they reach their "One Year", "Three Year", and "Five Year" anniversary 

of joining the club.  The Pin will be made of Copper, Silver, and Gold metal for the 1, 3, & 5 year pins 

respectively.  Each different pin will have the number designating the membership year.  We plan to 

actually give a member 3 pins once they have been with the club for five years.  I know a lot of mem-

bers are starting to collect Miata pins, so this will be nice to add to their personal collection.  

Pins will be ordered sometime around mid October. We need a fairly accurate count to order them as 

they will be ordered all at one time to save the club expenses on manufacturing the pin. Jim has 

most all members official Start Date of joining the club.  We do not have reliable information on some 

of the members who have been members before the year 2007.  If you do not come out regularly to 

luncheons or meetings, please contact Jim or myself with this information, or you may miss out on 

getting your pin(s). We have posted this information for several months and some members have not 

responded.   

We are also thinking about making a 10 Year, 15 Year, and 20 Year Anniversary pin next, or at the 

same time, to honor the long time members of the club.  The pin will basically be the same and use 

the same die mold only not painted but be all copper, silver, or gold in the same format.  They will be 

great collector's items for Utah Club Members.   We feel this is a good way to honor each mem-

ber for their service in the club.   

Miata Anniversary Pins by Mike Bailey 
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Viking River 

Cruise  

September  

Update 
by Mike Bailey 

We now have half or 50% of the cabins for the Longship reserved!  This is 50 Stateroom 

Cabins! The response has been overwhelming.  All the French Balcony C and D cabins have been 

reserved.   About half the cabins are with Utah Miata Club members and the other half are from 
members of 13 other Miata clubs in 14 different states.  Some are family and friends of members that 
are not affiliated with a Miata club and don't want to miss this "trip of a lifetime."  

New News is that Morris Murdock Travel has Chartered the entire LongShip. Viking will be able to 
cater to our group exclusively. Yes, we will own the ship, so to speak. We passed out over 60 DVD's 
at ZTMOET event in Tennessee and Donn passed them out at Miatas at the Museum event in Bos-
ton which had 150 Miatas there.  We expect to get some new bookings from this. We welcome eve-
ryone who wants to come. This 15 day European River Tour will the second week of July 2017, so 
we are a little less than 2 years  away from our departure time.  Brent Jenson of Morris Murdock 
Travel is working on getting us some specific dates for the trip. We may also be on a brand new 
ship! 

This cruise is specially priced at 2 FOR 1 Rates.  It is a 2017 cruise for 2015 Pricing.  The De-
posit of $500 per person is half the normal deposit required.  If you are interested contact 
us and we will give you a FREE DVD of the cruise and email you links so you can view the ship, 
cabins, and itinerary.   We have a Reservation Form that you can fill out with all the information 
that the travel agency needs to book your cabin. We will also email you a Deck Plan which lists all 
the rooms which are color coded and have pricing for each room.  Hurry and get your Rooms 
booked NOW, as they are going fast and almost half of the Longship is already booked. All this in-
formation is on our Website at www.utahmiataclub.org.  Click the Cruise Logo for all information de-
tails. 

We are working with Morris Murdock Travel in Salt Lake and you can speak to our Cruise Agent, 
Amber Lee Johanson to book the cruise. Her phone number is 801-483-6314.  Or you can email her 
at ajohanson@morrismurdock.com. The deposit is only $500.00 per person (double occupancy/ 2 
people per room). Note: Cabin Stateroom prices listed are per person. Deposit is fully refundable 
(see details on this).  Just pay your deposit and set some money aside each month towards pay- 

(continues on page 15) 

http://www.utahmiataclub.org
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ment of the cruise.  We recommend Travel Insurance which will be available in several months from 
now (around October/November 2015) to protect your investment in case something comes up.  

The word is out now to other Miata people in many Miata Clubs across the country to join us and is 
also on the  Miata.Net Forum for the Southwest Region. You can get all the information, the Regis-
tration Form, Deck Plan and Itinerary on the Net, so sign up while the best rooms are still available. 
All French Balcony C & D cabin rooms are now sold out. We are also promoting the cruise to Mazda 
North American executives and employees to join us. Information on Flights and cost of that part will 
be available about 10-11 months from cruise date.  We will also be getting some Pre and Post Hotel 
packages in conjunction with the airline for further discounts. More information on that to follow in a 
few months. 

We have until October/November of this year, 2015 to book our cabins before Viking and the travel 
agency will release any un-booked rooms to the general public for sale or promote this to their cli-
ents.  We will also have a 30 day advance window for our group to book cabins on this boat before 
this happens.  Your money is held in an escrow account and will be given to Viking sometime before 
the end of this year.  You will be notified before this happens. As the Longship books up, You will 
receive ALL available discounts and promotions, cash back vouchers, etc. that are available by the 
cruise line and travel agency.  Other discounts and benefits will be divided among all those who 
place a reservation for the cruise.  

For anyone interested in signing up please contact myself or Donn Cichocki of our club for infor-
mation.  Donn's contact information is donncichocki@comcast.net  Phone: 603-432-5849.  Or con-
tact Mike Bailey at mike@mikebaileyprinting.com  Phone: 801-597-1456.  Also ask Donn for access 
to our Viking River Cruise Facebook Page by emailing him. (it is by invitation only). Keep track of 
"Updates" on information about this cruise on our Facebook Page. Also be sure to let Donn Cichocki 
and myself that you have booked your Cabin and provide us with the information on your cabin type 
as we are keeping a spreadsheet of cruise participants so we can send valuable information to eve-
ryone about cruise details.  More specific details will follow each month.   

            Welcome Aboard for the "Cruise of a Lifetime"                 Zoom - Zoom     Swish - Swish! 

  

Viking River Cruise (continued from page 14) 
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Candid Camera by Mike Bailey 

I have a couple photos form my event in Tennessee at ZTMO-

ET.  Gary Collings was 2nd Runner Up in what they called the 

"Cornhole Contest.  It was a game of tossing bean bags into a hole in a 

board that had painted Miata related images on it.  Gary won a great 

'shot glass' mounted in some sort of wooden board to represent the 

boards that are used in the game.   

I also caught his sweet wife, Kathy with her friend, Suzi Arbucke, from 

the  Florida Miata Club.  I had fun chatting with them both at the 

event.   

 

This next photo is Steve and Ronda with grandson Dillon at the 

Butlersville Days Parade in Cottonwood Heights, July 24th. 

2013.   

 

Next photo is of Dave Sharrette, a new member who purchased 

and sold his 25th Anniversary edition Miata earlier this year.  We 

haven't seen much of Dave or his wife since he sold the Miata, 

but of course he is always welcome to come out in his OTM 

(other than Miata) vehicle until he gets a  replacement Mi-

ata.  Come on Dave, the summer is almost over! 

 

Here we have a photo of the Moons and Woods, some four let-

ter names in the club.  This photo was taken at Ruth's Diner up 

Emigration Canyon on the Crazy Hat Drive in 2010.  Damn, we 

sure do miss Sherry a lot.  We love her so much!    

 

To round off this page we have a photos of the Three Amigos 

at Black Canyon in Colorado, at the end of last year's Great 

South Western Adventure trip.   

  



Page 17                                                                                                                                                             Ragtops to Ridges  September 2015 

 

A group of us will be going to see Forever Plaid at the Grand Theatre on Thursday September 

the 17th. Always a fun play with great music. Tickets are only $20.00 each Adult and $18.00 

each Senior general admission. Please join us for another fun adventure.   Lou 

http://www.the-grand.org/ 

Newsletter Editor 

Wanted! 

We are advertising for the position of Utah Miata Club Newsletter Editor. The position 

would start in January 2016 at the start of our new year unless you want to take it over soon-

er.  The position requires the desire to do this valuable job each month.  We would like to main-

tain the creativity and "good looks" of our current newsletter, however it is the Editor's prefer-

ence for the design and layout elements. All club logos, information and photos will be provid-

ed to you to use. Our deadline for newsletter articles and information is the 25th of each 

month.  Also there would be the responsibility to send out "Blanket Emails" to members on an 

'as needed' basis for events that come up in between newsletter issues. Please let any club offic-

ers know if you or anyone you know would be interested and information will be provided.  

PS: I have enjoyed doing the newsletter very much these last couple of years and I’m sure you 

would too! I will be happy to assist anyone who is interested in doing it.  If you feel you don’t 

have experience, I’d be glad to teach you how to use Microsoft publisher and all the little tricks 

I’ve learned to make it easier.  It does take a commitment of several hours a day for two to five 

days (hence the deadline for articles) to get everything done.  The right person could probably 

do it in less, but I liked to take my time and not feel too stressed over it. As editor, you would 

get to make all the final decisions on the layout so feel free to be creative!  It’s a great way to 

contribute to your club and get involved!  Thank you so much,  Toni B. 
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Vanity Plate by Mike Bailey 

A new club member, Teri Black who just joined the club a 

month or so ago got new personalized Vanity Plates for her 

new 2015 Zeal Red Miata.  You may have read about her in 

Carol Lynn's Member Spotlight article in July.   

Here new plate is ZOOOOOM, which is the longest ZOOM 

I have seen on a licence plate.  It is very catching and nice 

and really stands out just like her Miata.  Yes, it has five 

"O's".  Teri is no novice to driving Miatas as she has had a 

Miata for longer than most of us...for the last 24 years.  She 

has owned a 1991 White,  a 2004 MazdaSpeed, 2008 Red 

and now the 2015 Zeal Red.   Which color do you think she 

is partial to?  

 Recently divorced earlier this year she has offered this Miata based cute write-up about why a Miata is better 

than a man.  I think you will get a kick out of it. (I know she likes men, so all you men don't take this wrong as 

there is an "lol" at the end.  You can also substitute 'man' for anything else.                    

We welcome Teri to the club! 

             
 
 
 

          Top Ten Reasons a New Miata is Better Than a Man: 
  

 1. The Miata doesn’t  lie, cheat or steal. 

 2. The Miata doesn’t drink too much alcohol and then think it’s being charming  

      when being an idiot. 

             3. The Miata gives a throaty agreement and leaps to happily obey you. 

             4. The Miata doesn’t embarrass you in front of your friends at parties. 

             5. The Miata is better looking in every aspect. 

             6. The Miata doesn’t yell at the TV during sporting events, nor shout the 

               answers when watching Wheel of Fortune or Jeopardy. 

             7. The Miata doesn’t use all the toilet paper and not replace it with a new roll. 

             8. The Miata looks good topless. 

             9. The Miata doesn’t leave the kitchen counters, sinks and stove in a discust- 

               ting manner, nor does it put all the dishes away in the wrong cupboards. 

               And… 

           10. You are never dissatisfied with the Miata’s performance! 

  

           lol  
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 Recipe Box 
By Ana Porter  

 

Blueberry Cinnamon Cake 

2 pkgs 12 ounces each frozen blueberries, 

thawed and drained 

1/2 cup sugar 

3/4 tsp ground cinnamon, divided 

1 pkg yellow cake mix 

3/4 cup butter, cut into small slices 

Preheat oven to 350 F , spray 13x9 inch baking 

pan with nonstick cooking spray. 

Spread blueberries in prepared pan. 

Sprinkle with sugar and 1/2 tsp cinnamon; toss 

to coat. 

Top with cake mix, spreading evenly. 

Top with butter in single layer, covering 

cake as much possible. 

Sprinkle with remaining 1/4 teaspoon cinna-

mon. 

Bake 50 to 60 minutes or until toothpick in-

serted into center of cake comes out clean. 

Cool at least 15 minutes before serving. 

 

Pumpkin Chocolate Chip Cake         

1 pkg spice cake mix 

1 can solid pack pumpkin 

2 eggs 

1/2 cup water 

1 cup semisweet chocolate chips 

1 cup semisweet chocolate chips for topping 

Preheat oven 350 F  

Grease and flour a bundt pan. 

Combine cake mix, pumpkin, eggs and water in 

a large bowl and beat for 1 or 2 minutes. 

Stir in chocolates chips. 

Pour batter into the pan. 

Bake 35 to 40 minutes or until toothpick insert 

near the center comes out clean. 

Drizzle melted chocolate over cooled cake. 
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2015 Calendar of events: 

12 September: 11:30 Luncheon/Drive: Greek Market, Mirror Lake & Provo River Falls 

                          Hosted by Valerie and Doyle Sturm 

17 September: Forever Plaid with the Vredevelds 

27 September: Lunar Eclipse, Soldier Hollow by Robert & Sharon Mechling 

3 October:        11:30 Luncheon. Location tbd. Alpine Loop Drive. By Lou & Carol Vredeveld 

8-11 October:  Surf n Safari by the San Diego Miata Club. Pre and post drive by Steve & Lou 

24 October:     Halloween Party time and location to be determined 

7 November:    11:30 Luncheon location tbd. Drive based on weather 

5 December:     6:00 Christmas Party at the Bailey’s home 

 

  

. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Answers to “Secret Shot” page 6: 

 Picture #1 Picnic by Fairfield 2013  

 Picture #2 Torrey, Utah Sept. 2007 

 

September 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    


